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ON HEALTH AND AGEING

DOCTOR SHORTAGE

1 here fo day to give evidence on behalf of the Union of Australian
ﬁam en becanse asa women's organization we are '@e’izﬁ'emeﬁ J,E?::,
and their families and that ofcowrse includes their health,
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‘e have for some time noticed the decline in our health system. Cur
m&sfm‘:ﬂs?sﬁ.&y} consists mainly of older women and we have seen a change in
attitude of many health ,mm%ﬂs,ﬂm?mf towards the eiderly in recent vears
One doctor was heavd to say that elderly patients have complex problemsy
they are twenty times more of @ burden. We remind that doctor and others,
that it is those who are eldedy now, who years ago, fought for the
introduction of Medicare for the benefit of people today.

There is talk alf the time about how people are living longer and we owe this
to medical people. Bui, at the sane fime, there seemsio be an attitude of
some professionals that they would prefer to spend their time healing the
voung rather than wasiing their time on older people and assisting them io
have some quality of life in their later years.

As people get older there are times when they are too ill to aitend the
doctors surgery and iﬂé’{f Jorthe doctor io see them in their home.
Unfortunately, many doctors these days are no ffﬁ}'?ﬁif’.e’* prepared to do this.
We understand the ga:s vernment has restrictions on home visits—only
payment jor one home visit is alliowed—from then on, under bulk billing,
after that first visit the doctor isonly paid ff;?ﬁ;ﬁv& minute visit. Five
mintes is alf that is paid for in the surger

WE realize, there isa shortage of doctors and their time is precions. Our
LA W members have noted fkﬂ shortage of doctors, and f'fzmw found that the
waiting time for an appointment i5 @f‘{»‘ 1 from two fo four weeks When one
iy feeling ill having to wait o see a doctor for thislength of time is
unaccepiable.

In Swansea for instance, where I'live, two vears ago we had the choice of
three doctor’'s surgeries Now the doctors al the only surgery left in
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Swansea have all closed their books Elderly patients, and there are many
elderly people in Swansea who have retired o Swansea to live out z‘ffseff*
lives, are now forced to travel to Belmont to see a doctor. They can eithe
Wit jﬁf an appoiniment in the Q}‘} moon for at least two weeks, or wait fi}‘
see the doctor in the morning with m‘ an ﬁf‘}"’{}ﬁffﬁ?é’}& for hours on end. If
one i feeling il sitfing in a docior’s surgery for many hours is not the way
we should be treating our elder 5} oF anyone else for that maiter.

The situation in Swansea will only become even more serious when a new
development south of Swansea will bring an influx of hundred smore people
with their nearest suburb, Swansea. |

We ask ourselves why , over the vears, has there been such a decline in the
number of doctors. It isour understanding that the present Federal
Govermment has for many vears fimited the number of studeni s who can
study medicine at university and there is a fimit to the number of i}mvésfgf*
ﬂzgﬁf}eﬁg given to doctors when they compiete their course. And we have to
asly, why? Also we have heard that there ave a number of doctors, once
they retive . who do not hand in their provider numbers to enable younger
doclors io be given these numbers and set up practice. Isthis so? If so,
surely the government should be taking action o vemedy the situation.

Recently we wrote to the minister for health, Tony Abbott, expressing onr
concern and his 5?@5}@?{; g‘ eplied tefling uy of the mumber of initiative s the
overnmment has taken to try io Fé;:ﬁegfv the situation. This is fine, but, we

annot help but wonder if some of these H iatives had been taken some
vears ago would there be the need for these initiatives now.

Members of the UAW obviously do mot have the answers to this very serious
problem but when we look af z‘i.eeu,ee. ex that specialists are able to céswgg with
no restrictions in comparison fo that of the GP’s fees theve does seem io be a
great aﬁ@mcﬁy there. Should the government increase their Medicare
payment to GPs? ;}ﬁ-{; uld there be a resiviction on the amount of payment
specialists demand?

Something ceriainly must be done if we are not to be placed in the same
situation as in America, where only the wealthy can gfford o receive
medical attention. This is Australia and Australian s expect their

govermment to do better than this.




