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DearPeter

Re Inquiry into healthfunding

Thankyou for your letterregardingtheabove.In my capacityasAssociateProfessorin

SurgeryandVascularSurgeonI work at both theTheTownsville Hospital andThe

Mater.I havepreviouslyworkedin Adelaideandanumberof different hospitalsin the

UK. Thereanumberof issuesfacingany public hospitalbut I would like to draw

attentionto afew relatedto theprovisionof excellencein thepublic sector.Clearly an

importantissuefor manypublic hospitalsandparticularlyTTH is theacquisitionand

retentionof high quality personnel(doctorsandancillarystaff). This is particularlythe

casewith interventionaldisciplineswheretheremunerationfrom theprivatesectoris

markedly greater.Oneareathat I believeis fundamentalto improvingthis issueof

attractingandretaininghigh quality staff is the funding for research,auditand

administration.From my experienceelsewhereI havefoundtheseareasmuchmore

heavily supported.I understandwhenthehospitalrebuildingwasplannedtherewasplan

for a researchbuilding or sectionwhichdid not eventuallycometo passdueto funding

shortages.Theencouragementof researchhasa largenumberof benefits:

I. Attractinghigh qualitypersonnelwho will seethe advantageof working ata

centrewith facilities for innovativework.

2. Theability ofjunior doctorsto undertakeresearchprojectsandencouragementto

returnto the region.

3. Theability to carryout high qualityaudit to improveservices.

4. Thedevelopmentof newtherapiesto improvepatientcarethat is relevantlocally.

5. Enhancementofthe reputationof the local medicalservices.

STANDING COMMITTEE

15 NOV 2005
ON HEALTh AND AGEING

29/9/05



Increasedfunding is neededto establisharesearchbuilding with facilities for wet

laboratories,clinical trials co-ordination,andthe requiredstaffandadministrationto

ensureits success.

I realizetherearemanypressureson thepublic sectoratthis timebut feel it importai1$to

highlight thevalueacademicmedicinecanpotentiall=play.

Yours sincerely,

JonathanGolledge

AssociateProfessorof Surgery

JamesCook University,TheTownsviHeHospital& The Mater


