
Submission No. 90

AUTHORISED

STANDING COMMflTEE

15 NOV 2005
ON HEALTh AND AGE ING

DearMr Lindsay

Thankyou for yourletteraskingfor my thoughtson thestateofthehealthservicein
Townsville. I amadoctor,a psychiatristanda lectureratJCU medicalschool. I
trainedin the UK and I havebeenliving andworking in Townsville for two y’ears
now. I havea “limited registration”with theMedical Boardof Queensland,until I
taketheAustralianRoyal Collegeof Psychiatristsexaminations.

I would like to makethe following brief points. If you would like me to expandon
them, pleasefeel free to getbackin touchwith me.

I. JCU Medical School is pitifully under-resourcedandcannotprovidethe
regionalmedicalexpertiseandleadershipthat is required.

2. As a QH employeeI cannotcommentto a politician on thequality of the
mentalhealthserviceprovidedby QH, asthis would be abreachof QH
employeeregulations.

3. However,I will saythis: thesolution lies not only in moneyand resources,but
alsorecruitingandretainingskilled staff in North Queensland.Themoneyis
alreadyhere,but not thepeople.

4. Frommy own perspective,theparanoiaabout“foreign-traineddoctors”is
extremelyunhelpful,demoralisingandinsulting to themanyforeign-trained
doctors(suchasmyself)who contributeto servicedelivery in this partof
Australia.

5. Oneshouldaskthis question:wereDrs Berg andPate]problematicbecause
theywere foreign-trained(which begsthequestionof howtherestofthe
world manageswithout Australian-traineddoctors);or weretheyproblematic
becausetheywerecriminally irresponsibleindividuals?

6. The systemfor evaluatingand aecreditingforeign-traineddoctorsis arcane
andextremelyclumsy,involving (as it does)at leastfive different
organisations(the AMC, the HIC, theMedical Boardof Queensland,the
relevantRoyalCollege,andthedoctor’semployer)who haveto repeatedly
cross-checkwith eachotherandmakeduplicaterequestsfor referencesand
supportingdocumentation.This putsoff manyableclinicianswho would
rathercomefor a limited period andthenreturn homeabroad,orchoosenot to
cometo Australiaat all. It is alsohugely time consumingfor those(suchas
myself) who havechosento settle in Australia.

I hopethis is helpful.

Yours sincerel

Dr David Hartman


