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TheSecretariat
StandingCommitteeonHealthandAgeing
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearSir / Madam

COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY INTO HEALTH FUNDING

I refer to theHouseofRepresentativesStandingCommitteeonHealthandAgeing’sInquiry into

HealthFundingandnowmakethefollowing submissionon behalfof DubboCity Council.
The issuewhich I would like to bring to the StandingCommittee’s attentionis that of cost
shifting for the provision of health servicesfrom State and CommonwealthGovernmentsto
Local Government.

Therearenumerousexampleswhere local governmenthasprovidedsignificant funding in an
endeavourto attract qualified medical practitionersto their areasdespite the fact that the
provisionof healthservicesis a Stateand CommonwealthGovernment.responsibility.Councils
havebuilt andprovidedto medicalpractitioners,rent freehousing,medi~aloffices andsurgeries.
Councilshaveinvestedsignificantdirect funding andstafftime in advertising,theproductionof
promotionalmaterialandotherincentiveactivitiesto attractmedicalpractitionersto theirareas.
In somecases,Councilshavedirectly contributedto thesalariesofmedicalpractitioners.

Local Governmenthas also provided funding towards the provision of medical facility
infrastructure. Councils have provided interest free loans and donations towards capital
infrastructureprojectsand free use of facilities to community basedcommitteesand service
clubsto raisefunding to supply local hospitalswith muchneededequipment.

Local Governmenthashadto undertakethis expenditureandembarkon theseprogrammesasa
direct result of the State and CommonwealthGovernment’sinability to adequatelyprovide
healthservicesandfacilities to regionaland countrycommunities.Councilsare filling the void
left by the other levelsof governmentwith a resultthat local governmentexpenditureis being
diverted from legitimate local government activities to activities which are the direct
responsibilityofdie StateandCommonwealthGovernments.
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