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dementia prevalence discussed previously, and to address the critical lack of dementia
research capacity by supporting 150 new students and early career researchers to
devote their careers to understanding and eventually beating the many causes of
dementia.

| realise that the 2013-2014 Federal Budget announcement will precede this
Committee’s final report. However, if the Budget is not favourable for dementia
research, Alzheimer's Australia would welcome the support of the Committee in
maintaining the political impetus for an urgently needed boost for dementia research

funding.

3.3 Additional research priorities

As the Committee will be well aware from the evidence provided by many of the
witnesses at its hearings, Australia is leading the world in research to understand
Alzheimer’s disease through programs such as the AIBL study and many others.
However, there remains a need for additional funding to support this important work.
We have consulted with Associate Professor Cassandra Szoeke — a consultant
neurologist and leader of the Women’s Healthy Ageing project from the National
Ageing Research Institute at the University of Melbourne — and have enciosed an
proposal developed by her for a research program that would extend these studies in
ways that would continue to expand our understanding of Alzheimer’s disease and

other dementias.





