
H 11/56587The Secretary
House of Representatives Standing Committee
on Health and Ageing

email: haa.reps(a-)_aph.gov.au

Dear Sir/Madam

NSW Health /Cancer Institute NSW submission: Inquiry into Tobacco Plain Packaging

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the House of RepresentativesStanding Committee on Health and Ageing in relation to the Inquiry into Tobacco PlainPackaging.

Smoking is the leading cause of preventable mortality and morbidity in NSW. Tobacco-relatedillness causes more than 5,200 deaths and over 44,000 hospitalisations each year in NSW.Additionally, the social cost of tobacco use in NSW each year is over $8 billion.

NSW Health supports mandated plain packaging as part of a comprehensive approach toreducing smoking, with the inclusion of specified requirements for graphic health warnings.Initiation of plain packaging of tobacco products at the national level will complement a broadrange of regulatory, policy and programmatic tobacco control and cessation activity designedto reduce tobacco-related harm in the NSW community.

The Committee may wish to consider the enclosed submission by the NSW Minister forHealth to the Minister for Health and Ageing in response to the national consultation on theexposure draft Tobacco Plain Packaging Bill 2011. The Minster's submission supports theaims of the draft Bill and provides suggestions and comments concerning implementation andgraphic health warnings.

Since the Minister's submission to the national consultation on the draft Bill, the report byDelloite Australia, Plain Packaging and Channel Shift (May, 2011), has been drawn to theNSW Department of Health's attention by the Service Station Association. The Committeemay wish to take this into account.

Please do not hesitate to contact Ms Joanne Smith, Director, Centre for Health Advancement,NSW Department of Health, on (02) 9391 9583 or email Joanne.smith(7a,health. nsw.gov.au ifyou have any queries in relation to this matter.

Yours sincerely

Dr Kerry Chant
Chief Health Officer and,
Deputy Director-General, Population Health

NSW Department of Health
ABN 92 697 899 630

	

73 Miller St North Sydney NSW 2060
Locked Mail Bag 961 North Sydney NSW 2059

Tel (02) 9391 9000 Fax (02) 9391 9101
Website www.health.nsw.gov.au
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