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Attention: MargaretAtkin
Inquiry Secretary
AdoptionofChildrenfrom Overseas

DearMargaret,

With respectto theInquiry into AdoptionofChildren fromOverseas,it is my deeplyheld
concernthat gay andlesbiancouplesandindividualscontinueto beallowedto bringadopted
childreninto Australiafrom othercountries.

It hasbeenspeculatedthat thegovernmentwishesto createlaw thatwould not recognisethe
overseasadoptedchild uponentryto Australiasimplybecauseofthesexualorientationofthe
adoptiveparent. Thereareanumberofproblemswith this.

Firstly, if this law werepassed,it would be sayingthatachild - who would likely be from an
orphanage- is notworthyofAustralianrecognitiondueto thesexualorientationof it’s adoptive
parent(s).This is somethingthechildhasno controlover.

Secondly,to createsuchalaw is to furtherindoctrinatediscriminationagainstsame-sexpeople.
It is in effect sayingthatgayandlesbianAustraliansarelessequalthanotherAustraliansandthat
it is okayto treatthemwrongly. Themorethegovernmentlegallyendorsesthistypeof
behaviourthemoreit givesammunitionforhatecrimesandpersecutionagainstsexualminorities.

Thirdly, to try an enforcesuchalawwould be absurd.How on earthwould you knowwhether
theadoptiveparentis gayor lesbian?How couldyou conclusivelyproveit? Single
heterosexualswhoadoptfrom overseaswould immediatelybecomesuspectbecausetheyarenot
marriedor in adefacto relationship.Franidy,thegovernmentwould be openingitselfup to all
kindsoflawsuits.

Fourthiy, I cantell you that I havepersonallywitnessedfouradoptionsofchildren from
orphanagesby same-sexcouplesthat haveworkedoutvery well. Thesewereolderchildren(ages
3 to 5). Theolderyou getthe lesslikely you will everbe adoptedfrom anorphanage.If you do
someresearchon this, thechildrenwhoremainin orphanagesbecomethesocialoutcastsoftheir
societyandhavevery fewcareeroptionswhentheygetolder. Gayand lesbianpeopleadoptthe
childrenthatno oneelsewantsto adopt. I amhappyto saythat, eachofthesefourchildrenhave
thrivedbeautifullyovertheyearsin theloving homesofsame-sexparents.

Finally, justbecausepeoplearegayor lesbiandoesn’tmeanthat theneedto loveandnurturea
child doesnotexist. Onthecontrary,theyarejustlike anybodyelsein this regard. Thereare
very few adoptionoptionsfor same-sexorientedAustraliansandto takeoverseasadoptionaway
from themwould be cruelbothto themandto thechildrenwho would bemissingoutongreat
parentsandalife outsideofanorphanage.

Thankyou foryourconsideration.

JamesR. Magel


