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TE Inquiry

Houseof RepresentativesInquiry into TeacherEducation,to inquireinto andreporton the
scope,suitability,organisation,resourcinganddelivery of teachertrainingcoursesin
Australia’spublic andprivateuniversities.To examinethe preparednessof graduatesto meet
thecurrentandfuture demandsof teachingin Australia’sschools.

1. Examinethe educationalphilosophyunderpinningtheteachertraining courses
(includingtheteachingmethodsused,coursestructureandmaterials,andmethodsfor
assessmentandevaluation)andassessthe extentto whichit is informedby research.

My commentsarein relationto coursecontentor moreparticularlylackof contentrelatingto
the teachingof Aboriginal StudiesandteachingAboriginal children.Bothaspectsare
presentlyneglectedin manyteachereducationprogramsdespiteIndigenousAustraliansbeing
the mostunsuccessfulstudentsandall Australiansneedingunderstandingof Aboriginal and
Islanderpeoples.

If we areto addressthesetwo areasof concern,traineeteachersneedpreparationto do thejob
well.
This alsohasimplicationsfor theongoingresearchanddevelopmentof theteachingservice,
to continuethe growthof understandingandknowledgerelatingto Aboriginal education.

Anotheraspectof concernisthe delivery of educationto Aboriginal studentsin remote
locations.
It is easyto blameIndigenouspeoplefor pooroutcomesbut it mustbenotedthat teachersare
providingthis education.Therefore,it is theeducationalencounterfor studentswith teachers
thatis theproblem. Thereis frequentlyhighstaffturnoverof teachersin remotelocations
largely duein partto thelackofpreparation/trainingduringteachereducationwhichin turn
negativelyimpactson studentlearningandsuccess.

Teachereducationinstitutionsmusttakeon thechallengeofteachingteachersto teach
Australia’s Indigenouschildren.
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“What liesbehindusandwhat lies beforeusaretiny matterscomparedto whatlies within
us”. RalphWaldo Emerson.


