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Appendix B: Standing and Sessional Orders1 

Preparing a petition 

204  Rules for the form and content of petitions 

(a)  A petition must: 

(i)  be addressed to the House of Representatives; 

(ii)  refer to a matter on which the House has the power to act; 

(iii)  state the reasons for petitioning the House; and 

(iv)  contain a request for action by the House. 

(b)  The terms of the petition must not contain any alterations and must not 
exceed 250 words. The terms must be placed at the top of the first page of 
the petition and the request of the petition must be at the top of every other 
page. 

(c)  The terms of the petition must not be illegal or promote illegal acts. The 
language used must be moderate. 

(d)  The petition must be in English or be accompanied by a translation certified 
to be correct. The person certifying the translation must place his or her 
name and address on the translation. 

(e)  No letters, affidavits or other documents should be attached to the petition. 
Any such attachments will be removed before presentation to the House. 

(f)  A petition from a corporation must be made under its common seal. 
Otherwise it will be received as the petition of the individuals who signed 
it. 
 

 

1  House of Representatives Standing and Sessional Orders, as at 1 December 2008. 
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205  Rules for signatures 

(a)  Every petition must contain the signature and full name and address of a 
principal petitioner on the first page of the petition. 

(b)  All the signatures on a petition must meet the following requirements: 

(i)  Each signature must be made by the person signing in his or her own 
handwriting. Only a petitioner incapable of signing may ask another 
person to sign on his or her behalf. 

(ii)  Signatures must not be copied, pasted or transferred on to the petition 
or placed on a blank page on the reverse of a sheet containing the 
terms of the petition. 

(c)  A Member must not be a principal petitioner or signatory to a petition. 
 

Presentation of petitions 

206  Lodging a petition for presentation 

(a)  Petitions may be sent directly to the Standing Committee on Petitions or via 
a Member. 

(b)  The Standing Committee on Petitions must check that each petition lodged 
for presentation complies with the standing orders, and if the petition 
complies it shall be approved for presentation to the House. 

 

[Sessional order] 

207  Presenting a petition 

A petition may be presented in one of two ways: 

(a)  The Chair of the Standing Committee on Petitions shall present petitions 
and/or reports of that committee, and the Chair and one other Member of 
the Committee may make statements concerning petitions and/or such 
reports presented, in accordance with standing order 34 (order of business). 
The time provided may extend for no more than 10 minutes. 

(b) A Member may present a petition during: 

(i)  the period of Members’ statements in the Main Committee, in 
accordance with standing order 192A and standing order 193; 

(ii)  adjournment debate in the House in accordance with standing order 31, 
and in the Main Committee in accordance with standing order 191; and 

(iii)  grievance debate in accordance with standing order 192B. 
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Action on petitions 

208  Action by the House 

(a)  Discussion on the subject matter of a petition shall only be allowed at the 
time of presentation as provided for under standing order 207(b). 

(b)  Each petition presented shall be received by the House, unless a motion 
that it not be received is moved immediately and agreed to. 

(c)  The only other motion relating to a petition that may be moved is a motion 
on notice that the petition be referred to a particular committee. 

(d)  The terms of petitions shall be printed in Hansard. 

(e)  The Standing Committee on Petitions shall respond to petitions on behalf of 
the House and report to the House. 

 

[Sessional order] 

209  Petition may be referred to a Minister for response 

(a)  After a petition is presented to the House, the Standing Committee on 
Petitions may refer a copy of the petition to the Minister responsible for the 
administration of the matter raised in the petition. 

(b)  The Minister shall be expected to respond to a referred petition within 90 
days of presentation by lodging a written response with the Committee. 

(c)  The Chair of the Petitions Committee shall announce any ministerial 
responses to petitions. After the announcement, ministerial responses shall 
be printed in Hansard and published on the House’s internet website. 
 

220  Standing Committee on Petitions 

(a)  A Standing Committee on Petitions shall be appointed to receive and 
process petitions, and to inquire into and report to the House on any matter 
relating to petitions and the petitions system. 

(b)  The committee shall consist of ten members: six government and four non-
government members. 
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History of amendments to the relevant standing orders 

Standing order and date amended2 
204  Amended 13.2.08 

205 Amended 13.2.08 

206  Amended 13.2.08 

207  Amended 13.2.08; amended 12.3.08; amended sessional order 24.6.08 (for 
the remainder of 2008); sessional order extended 1.12.08 for the life of the 
42nd Parliament 

208  Amended 13.2.08; amended 12.3.08 

209  Amended 13.2.08; amended sessional order 24.6.08 (for the remainder of 
2008); sessional order extended 1.12.08 for the life of the 42nd Parliament 

220  Amended 13.2.08 

 

2  House of Representatives Standing and Sessional Orders and the history of amendments are 
available online at http://www.aph.gov.au/house/pubs/standos/index.htm, viewed 4 June 
2010. 


