Terms of reference
REVIEW OF SECRECY LAWS
I ROBERT MeCLELLAND, Atomeyv-General of Australia, having regard tor
s the desirability of having comprehensive, consistent and workable laws and practices
in relation to the protection of Commonwealth information;

& the increased need (o share such information within and bebween governments and
swith the private sector

e the importance of balancing the need to protect Commonwealth information and the
publiv torest in e oben smﬁ secouniable system of govermment; andd

«  previous reports (including previous reports of the Commission) that have identified
the need for reform in this area

s

REFER to the Australian Law Reform Comenission for inguiry and report, pursuant o
subsection 20(1) of the Awstralion Law Reform Commission Act 1996, options for ensuring a
consistont approach across government to the protection ¢

J conorweslth mfonnation,
batanced againgt the need to mmzmaw an open and accountable sovernment through prov
gnpropriste access to information,

. carrving out s review, the Commission will consider:
{ay relevant laws and practices relating to the profecton of Commonwealth mformation,

including the scope and appropristeness of legislative provisions regarding secrecy
andd confidentiality;

{b) whether there 15 8 need to congolidate and modersise relevant provisions carrently in
the Urimer Aot 1914 and other Commonwealth legislation for iclusion in the

3

Crimdnol Code;

%

{1 the way inwhich seoreoy laws w the Urimes Aot infersct with ofh
praciices, including tho i«m clathng to serecy, privacy, freedom of
archiving, whistle-blowing, sad datemnatching

ey laws and
informanion,

{d} whether there should be different considerations for secrecy laws relating to the
protection of national security and other seasitive Commuonwealth information; and

{¢3 anvy relaled matter

2. Io carrying out it review, the Comms
including relevant Commuonwealth, Stale and

“

Territory pgencies and private sector bodies,

15 1o ddenufy angd consualt with ey stakebolders,
25

3. The Commission will provide its final veport to me by 31 Qcrober 2009,

Dhated 3 August 2008

Rebert MoCleHand
Astorney-Oeneral
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