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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs Chair: Mr Mark Dreyfus QC, MP

Report recommends a comprehensive scheme for
Commonwealth whistleblowers

The House Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee today released its report of the inquiry into
whistleblower protection for the Australian Government public sector. The report, titled Whistleblower
protection: a comprehensive scheme for the Commonwealth public sector, recommends that the
Australian Government introduce new dedicated legislation to facilitate the making of public interest
disclosures and strengthen legal protection for whistleblowers in the Commonwealth public sector.

The Chair of the Committee, Mr Mark Dreyfus QC MP noted that specific Commonwealth legislation
on public interest disclosures is overdue. “The Commonwealth is the only Australian jurisdiction that
does not have legislation to encourage public interest disclosures. While some limited protections are
available to whistleblowers employed by Australian Public Service agencies, evidence to the inquiry
indicates that those protections are grossly inadequate”.

“The current legal framework and organisational culture discourages public servants from speaking
out against what they consider to be illegal or improper conduct in the workplace. People who raise
allegations of misconduct could be exposed to serious criminal or civil liability. The Committee
considers that a comprehensive public interest disclosure system is needed. The system should
include Commonwealth public sector employees, contractors and consultants and provide statutory
protection against detrimental action, and immunities from civil and criminal liability. Public interest
disclosure legislation should play a central role in identifying and addressing wrongdoing in the public
sector”, Mr Dreyfus said.

Other key areas of recommendations in the report include:

= That the new legislation be called Public Interest Disclosure Act, with the primary
purpose of promoting accountability and integrity in public administration
(Recommendations 1-2);

» That the system comprise a two stage process of internal and external reporting with the
Commonwealth Ombudsman to oversee of the administration of the Act
(Recommendations 15-18);

= That agencies have obligations to act of the disclosures they receive
(Recommendation 16); and

= That in certain circumstances, disclosures made to third parties such as the media, legal
advisors, professional associations and Members of Parliament, should be protected
(Recommendations 19-25).

Press conference:

The Chair of the Committee, Mr Mark Dreyfus QC MP and Committee members will conduct a press
conference following the presentation of the report in the House of Representatives. Experts on
whistleblower law, Dr AJ Brown of Griffith University and Peter Roberts of Charles Sturt University will
be at the press conference to offer analysis of the Committee’s report.

Details of the press conference:

Time and date: 11:30am — 12:45pm, 25 February 2009

Location: Committee room 1R4, Parliament House Canberra.

Internal broadcast: HMS 95.1 FM

Webstreaming: http://webcast.aph.gov.au/livebroadcasting/

For interview:

Contact the Committee Chair, Mr Mark Dreyfus QC MP on (02) 6277 4305 (Canberra) or in his electorate
on (03) 9769 1955. Or Mr Dreyfus’ media adviser, Tim Lisle-Williams on 0431 178 280.

For background information, including the full terms of reference, please visit the inquiry website at
www.aph.gov.au/laca or contact the Committee Secretariat on (02) 6277 2358.
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