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To Whomit Max. Concern,

Re: Submission- inquiry into older neonleand the law

.

Financial abuse& social isolation of the l~lderlv

Financialabuse,social isolationandharassmentoftheelderly are,1 believeamongthe
most undetectedcrimesin Australia. Theyarecrimesthat promotefearandsilence
that aregenerallyaccompaniedwith shameandignorance.

Whatwill peoplethink?” “Who wouldlisten to meanyway?” “Where do I gOft)r

help?” “What will THEY do to me~J’Jdo askfor help?” “ft \ all too hard, I mtoo
old, too tiredand I ‘in veryfrightened.’ “I can r capewith thestress”

Thesequestionsarevery realand althoughI havepersonallyapproachedmany
organizationsthat shouldbeavailableto helpsift throughthemire offraudandprotect
elderlypeople1 cameacrossmanyblocksattemptingto sort out my elderlymother’s
situationuntil I took my evidenceto aforensicaccountant.

Thefollowing story is still surrealto me,but eight yearsin Australiancourtsystems
trying to havefraud and violenceaddressedandprosecutedhasalsotaughtme the
reasonsmisappropriationof fundsandelderly abusemostoftengoesunnoticed.
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CONCLUSION

:

• In conclusionmy elderly mother’shealthmadeit impossiblefor herto address
her situationvia legal channelsandI don’t believemanyelderly peopleCould
copewith theaddedburdenoffinding an appropriatelawyer to instruct, let
alonecopein the courtsystem. Tribunal Hearingsmay he quicker, less
stressfuland morecosteffectivethat Court procedures.

• Thefirst port ofcall for any personunderstressis alwaysto thetrusted
GeneralPractitioner. I believeit would be an advantageto includetheMedical
Professionin educationalseminars.

• My family and I havesufferedextremeabuseandviolencetrying to support
my motherandbring ourcaseto theattentionofthelegalandjustice
authorities.
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Cr~t~dby Nardk~ ~cDon~Id20O~

• I aman AustralianHistorical andChildren’sWriter and1 havenearlydrowned
in the legal mire manytimes over,hadI not beena writer it would havebeen
impossiblefor meto survivethe legal system. Althoughmy elderly mother’s
situationis critical we areboth boundby theconstraintsofthe Courtsystemto
obtain apositiveoutcomeandrelief

• While extendedfamily membersandfriendshavewitnessedandareappalled
at theextentofabuse.theybegmeto do somethingto relievemy mother’s
situationandquietly supportme,but saytheyaretoo frightenedto speakup on
ourbehalf.

• Thecommonattitudeoffearand silencefurther isolatesthevulnerableelderly
victim, whosefriendsarealsoelderly.

• I havepersonallyexperiencedthat Trustscaneasilyopenth.e doorto
beneficiaryfraud andtax evasion,particularlywhentheTrusteeor Directoris
also abeneficaryandholds Powerof Attorney.

• Thereappeai-sno legalorganizationto registerSolicitorwitnessedLastWill
andTestimentdocuments,which is amysterythat suchan importantDeed
isn’t protectedby formal registration.

• Law enforcementagenciesdo have,thepowerto prosecutethesecrimes,
howeverit appearsfraud isn’t a priority.

• Veril I stronri believeif P’ rli m n
abuseandsociali~olatinn nftheelderly ~nt1 hiev~ thehe~tnn~ihIe re~iilt

theannnintmen~ nfl e~~tI Cn~~ih~ntg i~ t~-~ th~t ~

• A direct link couldbe madepossiblevia Legal Consultantswho arecapableof
coordinatingwith lawyers,banistersandforensicaccountantswhile supporting
elderly peoplethroughtheirfearandthe barrageof legal paperworkandcourt
procedures.

Yours sincerely,

NarelleMcDonald
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