
����������	

����
����
�����
��������
�������������
�����

���������	
��
���
�


����
��
���������������
��������
���������

��
�����
���
��������������
�������

���������	���
�����
�����
�����

���
	�

•  ���
�
��

•  ����������
•  ���������������
�

������	������
�
���

��������
�������
�� 
����
������

�!�
�"������

26 July 2002

�����������	�
������
�����������
��
�������������

�������
����
��������
����		����

•  Chair: Hon Bronwyn Bishop MP

•  Deputy Chair: Mr John Murphy MP

[Parliament House
Canberra  ACT  2600

www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/laca
ph 02 6277 2358; fax 02 6277 4773]
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Most Australians are law-abiding persons, who do not wish to transgress or
flout the law.  However, as the law becomes more complex, and changes occur
to the interpretation of the common law, residents are not updated as to their
limit rights and their responsibilities.  To do this, they need to spend
significant amounts of their free time to view media and newspapers, and try
to sort out the sensations of modern life from the realities of the law.  How
many headlines, by-lines and articles in the press are based upon accurate and
non-journalistic license?

This situation, more than any other, begs the question of the need for a ‘bill of
rights’, so that Australians can live without fear of flouting the law, by the
absence of knowledge of their rights.  This is a type of ‘Russian Roulette”
however the odds are more like a single shot in a single chamber.

To those that knowingly breach the law, only they can know what motivates
their anti-social behaviour.  What is clear to the average Australian, is that the
law appears unfair to those who breach corporate law, compared to those who
breach other laws.  The question is why does a person who plunders
corporations of millions, apparently get far leaner sentences than the common
burglar, or the perpetrator of so-called victimless crimes?

•  $�����	�'������
��)��'����
��-4
The fear of crime in the community, is a real fear.  Residents and others who
spend their lives saving and investing in the community, in a bid to be
comfortable in their twilight years, are increasingly exposed to random
incidents which reduce their wealth, and breach their privacy.
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Only one who has had their home ransacked can speak of the invasion of their
personal space and their losses.  Some losses are of irreplaceable items such as
documents and family jewels, collections of stamps and coins and other type
of personal treasures.  In addition the tendency towards home trashing by
intruders adds to the drama.
However, once exposed to the horrors, one then is further exposed to the
nuances of the insurance world.  The intricacies of insurance policies, what is
covered and how it is valued and how it is replaced can be as depressing and
exhausting as the original incident.

Consideration needs to be given to the parents or guardians of children
involved in crime.  Perhaps the greatest fear of crime is the parent of the
perpetrator, the embarrassment and the humility of being the parent of a child
criminal.  Parents are always in fear that their child may be accused of an
incident or even the perpetrator of an event.

There is little support for parents in their quest to bring into the world good
citizens.  Parents are held to be responsible for the actions of their offspring,
yet they are left with very few tools to discipline their children.  Increasingly,
the law has taken the side of the child in respect to abuse and the like.  Parents
are currently in fear of transgressing the right/s of their children in dealing
with disciplinary actions.

Corrective actions are very difficult for parents; the toolbox is very slim
indeed.  The methods of their own parents of their own childhood no longer
are acceptable in the eyes of the law, and society.  In addition, in a multi-
cultural society, some ethnic or religious practices are in direct conflict with
the ideals of what is “Australian” and what is not.

Peer pressures often are behind children transgressing the law.  It is necessary
for parents to be seen as supportive of their children as well as giving them
freedom to make up their own minds about man things, which were previously
taken for granted in their own childhood.

Parents desires and the education system can sometimes lead to confusion in
the minds of children.  Often children become confused as to values and what
is right and what is wrong.  With the reduction in corporal punishment at
schools, the limitations of disciplinary options for parents in dealing with their
children, places a heavy weight back onto parents, who may be ill equipped to
manage them.

•  ������������������������'������
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As far as I am aware, there are few publicised support for the victims of crime,
especially where there is a need for the victim to seek re-dress on their own
volition.  Known support is:

•  Insurance policies;
•  Legal aid, if eligible;
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•  Engage own solicitor or barrister – clearly very expensive, and may
exceed the cost of the incident;

•  Police may decide to charge perpetrator.
•  Arbitration.

•  �����)�
���
������4
Apprehension rates are not well publicised, and when they re publicised are
often years after the incident.  Delays in the judiciary system give a false level
of security to the perpetrators of crime, whether hard crime of soft crime.
Often, the hardened criminal has been involved in further crime between the
time of conviction and the actual incidence.
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As mentioned earlier, the community’s perception of fairness of sentence and
the crime itself can be confusing.
•  It would appear that there is a need to align corporate crime penalties more

in line with community expectations and in line with other social crimes.
•  The community perception is that corporate sentences are far too light, and

some social crimes are far too heavy.
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There is far too little support by Police in ACT for Neighbourhood Watch
(NHW) Groups.  Far too much time is invested by NHW Groups in trying to
raise funds to be effective and visible in the community, and too little time
given to listening to the community and representing community views with
police.

Community safety is a prime concern of NHW Groups, however there are no
real visible or tangible things that NHW Groups can do.  Currently, Police are
not represented at NHW meetings, so “working together” has become
“working in isolation”.  This is an entirely unsatisfactory situation, and if it is
not corrected, then the future of NHW in ACT is limited.
•  There is a need for Police to be re-involved in NHW Groups.
•  There is a need for NHW Groups to be funded, not need to grovel amongst

the community to get funds.
•  There is a need for donations to NHW groups to be a tax deduction.
•  There is a need for the NHW Board of Management to be given greater

centralised control of activities and to promote initiatives of real worth to
the NHW Groups.

•  There is a need for the GSTax to be exempt for NHW Groups.

�!�"
	���!!"���������9����������


