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Therapeutic jurisprudence (TJ) asserts that legal processes can impact the wellbeing of
participants, including their satisfaction and compliance with the justice system and
of psychological functioning relevant to the resolution of a party's legal problem. An
implication is that court processes can be designed to promote wellbeing while at the
time furthering other justice system goals. TJhas become the theoretical basis of problem
solving courts such as drug courts and domestic violence courts and is increasingly
by courts around the world. Geraldton Magistrate's Court applies TJin its and
restraining order jurisdictions and mil soon apply it in child welfare proceedings. It is
seeking a more comprehensive resolution of legal problems in suitable cases by a
holistic, multi-disciplinary, interagency and team based approach. Outcomes include
improved psychological and physical health, decreased substance abuse, respect for
court processes and decreased offending. Additional resources and longitudinal quantitative
evaluation of the project are needed.
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