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NorthcoteBenevolentSocietyhasoperatedwithin theCity of Northcote,nowpartof
the City of Darebin,for over a hundredyears. It is the policy of the Society that
volunteersvisit clients, who requireassistance,in their homes. This gives us a
unique opportunity to observe the crimes committedagainstAustraliansand the
impactofthosecrimes.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
In manyhomes we visit there is evidenceof domesticviolence, in some cases
ongoingand in othershavingnecessitatedrelocationof the family and restraining
orders. In mostofthe casesthe perpetratoris the malepartnermotivatedby desire
for powerorfuelledby alcohol.

THEFT
Often the reasonfor clients seekingassistanceis lossof cash,either throughbag-
snatchingor pick-pocketingin the caseof menor havingmoneystolen from the
home by so-calledfriends or acquaintances. Thesecrimes usually occur on or
around‘pensionday’. The perpetratorsarerarely apprehended.Theft of domestic
possessionse.g. TV, videorecorder,mobilephone,c.d.’sis alsofrequent. If reported
to police theseburglariesare more likely to result in the apprehensionof the
perpetrator.

DRUGS
Thereis evidenceof fairly prevalentdrugand alcohol abusewith many clients on
methadoneprogrammes. Often thetwo previouscategoriesarerelatedto this. We
also hearofphysicalviolencein relationto thedrugcultureasa wayofencouraging
othersto participatein drugabuse.

GAMBLING
With theeaseof accessto gamingoutletsmany ofourclientsinappropriatelyusethis
form of socialising which in some cases leadsto becoming addictive problem
gamblers. While gambling is not acrime, in anareawheremany aredependenton
Social Security as their only means of financial support, losses at gambling
sometimesleadto crimesbeingcommittedto restorelosses.

ASSAULT
Victims in this categoryareboth male and female. Sometimeslossof propertye.g.
money at ATM outlets is involved and in other casesbeingethnically or socially
different.



It is difficult for us to comment on apprehensionrates or the effectivenessof
sentencingastheseareoutcomesaboutwhich we arenot informed. We do seethe
impact of crime and in many casesthe fearof becominga victim becauseof the
areasin whichmanyofourclientslive.
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