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How ECU ensuresthequality (link betweentheory and practice) ofthe
professionalpractice supervisionundertaken by sessionalsupervisors

Within theSchoolofEducationatEdith CowanUniversityprofessionalpractice
supervisionis undertakenby threecategoriesofstaffmembers:

1) Academicstaffemployedin eitherapermanentorfixed termcontract
capacityto undertakeboth teaching/researchandprofessionalpractice
supervision.

2) Sessionalacademicswho areemployedasbothsessionallecturersand
professionalpracticesupervisors(Universitycolleagues).In some
instances,thesesessionalstaffmembersarealsoamemberof staffin one
ofthepartnershipschools.

3) Sessionalstaffemployedonly forthepurposeofprofessionalpractice
supervision.

As far aspossibletheSchoolendeavoursto fulfil all professionalpracticesupervision
requirementsusingstaff from groups1 and2 above.Usingstaffdirectlyinvolved
with theteachingoftheUniversitycoursesaswell asprofessionalpractice
supervision,ensuresthat thestaffmemberhasa goodknowledgeofthecourseand
theunitstaughtthroughfirst handexperience.

All sessionalstaffincludingthosenot teachingin ourunitsareconnectedto the‘on
campus’componentsoftheprogramthroughthefollowing means:-

• Full briefingswith thePartnershipManagerwhentheycommence
(backgroundto partnerships,theoperationalandphilosophicalchangesetc.).

• Consistentongoingcommunicationwith thePartnershipManagerthrough
meetings,phoneandemail.

• Invitationto all programteammeetings.Theyreceivethefull minutesofall
meetings.Practicumissuesarediscussedat everyteammeetingaspracticum
is seenasateamresponsibility— not separatefrom academicandteaching
responsibilities.

• Invitationsto all SchoolUniversityReferenceGroupmeetings(4x year)
wherewecollaboratewith schoolanddistrictoffice staffon partnershipissues

• Invitation to theschool/studentpracticumbriefings.
• Invitationto attendthe4th year(afterhours)tutorialsrunto supportour

studentswhile theyareontheirAssistantTeacherExperiences(ATE).

Sessionalstaffemployedonly for thepurposeofprofessionalpracticesupervision
receivedocumentationon ourcoursematerialsandstructure,semesterby semester.
Theyalsoreceivebookletsfor eachofthepracticeperiodswhichoutlineswhere
studentsareup to in thecourse,andwhichunitsarecurrentlybeingstudied.

Mostimportantly,sessionalsupervisorsareinvolved in atleast3 Professional
developmentsessionsperyear(start,mid-ATP (July) andendofyear). Two ofthese
sessionsalsoincludeacademicstaff.Thebeginningsessionsarean inductionand
coursestructureis partof thiswork.


