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Additional submissionto theInquiry into TeacherEducation
Suggestedmodificationsto teachertrainingcoursesto betterpreparepre-serviceteachersto
workmorecloselywith parents.

1. Includein PhilosophyofEducationcourseacorelobe “Parents asPrimaryEducators.
Therights anddutiesofparents.Therights anddutiesofgovernment,church and
schools.”

Corecontentshouldincludeprovideclearlyreasonedexpositionon thefollowing topics:
• thatparentshaveanaturalright anddutyto takeresponsibilityfor educationand

upbringingofchildrentheyhavebroughtinto theworld;
• a briefhistoryofhowparentsasthefirst educatorshasbeeninterpretedandhowthe

artificial dichotomybetweenschoolsandparentshasarisen;
• a reviewofrecentinitiatives to redressthis disunitybetweenschoolsandparents;
• areviewof themoralrightofparentsto betheonesto establishthemoralagendafor

theirown child’s education;
• thatteachers,churchandgovernmenthavea duty to provideeffectivesupportto

parentsfor themto achievethis;
• theprinciplesof socialjustice,especiallythePrinc~pleofSubsidiarity...thata

complexandhigher-orderorganizationpresentin society(egschoolor government)
hasa dutyto assistthemorefundamentalorganizations(egfamily) achievetheir
naturalpurpose,ie thenurturingandeducationof children.This principlederivesfrom
socialethicsnot theologyandis well explainedin thequotationsbelow from anew
publicationthePontifical Councilfor JusticeandPeace.

“Justasit is gravelywrongto takefrom individualswhatthey canaccomplishby their own
initiative andindustry.andgive it to thecommunity,soit is alsoan injusticeandat thesame
timea graveevil anddisturbanceofright orderto assignto a greaterandhigherassociation
what lesserandsubordinateorganizationscando...” . . .Qnthe basisof this principle, all
societiesof a superiorordermustadoptattitudesof help (‘subsidium‘), thereforeof support,
promotion,development,with respectto lower-ordersocieties.

Compendium of the SocialDoctrine of the Church
Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace.2004.186

Theprincipleof subsidiarityprotectspeoplefrom abusesby higher-levelsocialauthorityand
callson thesesameauthoritiesto help individualsandintermediategroupsto fulfil their duties.
Thisprincipleis imperativebecauseeveryperson,family, andintermediategrouphas
somethingoriginalto offer to the community.

ibid, 187

2. Ensurethereis a focusonpracticalskill building (possiblyin coordinationwith practicum
experiences)in skills suchas:
• proactivecommunicationwith parents
• understandingparentalpriorities
• reinforcementof parentalpriorities andvalues
• conflict resolution

3. In addition, studiesshouldextendto bestpracticein parenting.

Pleaseaccepttheattachedcopyofmy bookParentingfor Characterwhich is amanual
outlining coreparentingskills thatwekeepin circulationamongstparentsin my school.It
illustratesacurriculumofparentingmaterialthatwould beofimmensebenefitto young
adults.



4. Furthermore,it wouldbeuseful for pre-serviceteachersto studyapproachesto
establishinga schoolcultureofcharactereducation...bothby directdeliveryto students
throughtargetedcurriculumandmentoringprograms,andalsoby deliveryto parents.
Pleaseseemy attachedarticle“In pursuitofvirtue; uniting homeandschool”from The
PracticalAdministrator,thejournalof theAustralianCouncilfor Educational
Administration.Thearticle outlinesmainstreampracticalapproachesthatschoolscanuse
to establishacultureandcurriculumofcharactereducation.
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