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Dear Mr Hawker
RE: INQUIRY INTO LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COST SHIFTING

The issue of cost shifting from Federal and State levels of Government to Local Government
is of major concem to the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder as it i to all Local Governments, There
has ‘been a gradual withdrawal of Federal and State Government services from  non-
metropolitan areas of Australia and as a consequence Local Government hag often been left
with the task of filling services paps.

This inquiry is specifically concemned with cost shifting from the State Government arena to
Local Governments, however we are of the belief that it must also be recognised that cost
shifting from the Federal Govemnment to State Govermnment generally has a domino effect
down to Local Government.

There are many areas of State Government responsibility where the City of Kalgoorlie-
Boulder commits funds to ensure that an adequate level of service is available to our
community, Included amongst thege are:

1. Public safety issues. Within the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder crime levels remain high
and the fear of crime hag increased. Despite this there are insufficient resources
currently available to the Western Australian Police Service in the City of Kalgoorlie-
Boulder and this can be evidenced by:

a) - The Boulder Police Station being closed down removing a permanent Police
presence from the aren. :

b)  The City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder being requested to provide . rent - free
accommodation for a Pojce Shop Front in the Kalgoorlie Centra] Business
Distriet,

<) The City of Kalgootlie-Boulder currently investigating the wiroduction of a
;érlvate Seeunity patrol system to address crime and anti-social issues within the

ity.

d)  The City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder providing $25,000 fundibg per year to assist
transportation services offered by the Wunngagutu Parol.
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2. Health and Welfare issues. The City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder is heav:.(]y involved with
the provision of Health and Welfare services to the community including:

a)  Welfare services delivered from the Eastern Goldfields Community Centre cost
the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder approximately $1,000,000 per year and only
$520,000 of Home and Community Care funding is received.

b} Recurrently funding was available for an Aboriginal Liaison Officer for two
years from the Western Australian Aboriginal Affairs Department. This created
an expectation of service in our Aboriginal Community which has had to be
funded from City of Kalgoorlie-Bouldet tates since 2001

€) - Provision of culturally appropriate accommodations for itinerant people at the
Aboriginal Corpmunity Facility camps because of a lack of any other appropriate
accommodation,

d)  Rent assistance to a Doctor to ensure ongoing availability of medical facilities in
Boulder.

3. Infrastructure, Transportation and Development issues. The City of Kalgoorlie-
Boulder contributes to the provision of services in this area via-

a) A contribution of $100,000 per year to the Goldfields Transport Board to provide
a public transport system for Kalgoorlie-Boulder.

b)  Crown exemptions for licences and rates for government organisations which

These three sets of examples above are but a few of the issues identified by the City of
Kalgoorlie-Boulder as cost shifting impacts on our Loca] Government.

With the assistance of the Lotteries Commission of Western Australia, the City of Kalgoorlie-
Boulder has recently undertaken @ community wide Needs Analysis. This document is
nearing completion and will provide an invaluable planning tool for the whole community in
the future. It has revealed mmany examples of both service duplication and service gaps, which
require remedial action, “

The City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder would like the opportunity to make a detailed face to face
Tepresentation to the Standing Committee on Economics, Finance and Public Administration
on the Inquiry into Local Government and Cost Shifting and invite you to visit the City of
Kalgoorlie-Boulder to canvas the opinion of ourselves and other Local Govenments from
rural, regional and remote Western Australia.

We would alsq like to take the Opportunity to present to you on the issues identified within the
Neec}s Analysis and of course introduce to you our wonderfir] City, the Outback’s largest City
In this year of the Outback.

* Yours sincerely

IANFLETCHER
Chief Executive Officer




