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SCARBOROUGH & DISTRICTS
PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC.

llwotings Ist Thuredsy of Postal addresy:~
sach month a¢ 7,45 . p.a. P.0.Box 30
Bearborovgh, W.A.6937
Searborovgh Commin | ty Centers
Gilderciitle g¢. Scarborough, Hom, 8sc, Mea . Ao Williaas
Tolophone (08) 934§ 2889
Facoimile (08) 9241 i1y
25th July 2002 fW“MMM“WWMMMWMWWWMWM‘W
House of representati e
) ves Standmg Committes
; ; on
Econonucs,FmanceandFDuMK:AdnﬂnSnaﬁon
The Secretary, G
House of Representatives, ~ Submission No: . éf§f ____________________
Standing Committee on Economics, /
Finance and Public Administrat ion, Date Received: 0?6 /6 2_
Parliament House, ' | ovecved..e9[ /02
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600 Sewaaw;

Dear Sir/Madam.
NQUIRY COST SHIFTING O Q. LOCAL ERNMENT

As a community group of volunteers we 8ee¢ and experience the
impact of the end result of Local Government services and
expenditure.

We have noted over the yesrs the increased impact on Lo¢al
Government as their fesources have beaen stretched to cover
additional services previously under the Jurisdiction of the
State or Federal authorities.

We understand quite often & project has to be sourced by Grant

money and has a limited time span. Sometimes a particular
Project mav prove very good but comes to an end prematurely
when the Grant finishes. This can also mean the personnel

used are contracted for the time of the Project and have no
continuation of service. The short term contracts do not give
emplovees g loyalty ethos and can be counter productive.

Currently in W. A. the collection of the Fire Bervices Levy is
being transferred to Local Government and will Bappear as an
item on our Rate Assessment. Concerns are being expressed
that these levies will be higher than those being paid through
household insurance, It is appreciated that not all rateable
properties are insured for various reasons and this move is
one method of making all ratepayers share the cost equitably.
however those who already contribyte through various insurance
policies should not have to pav more under the new system. In
this case Loecal Government do not seem to benefit unless they
are to get a commission for the levy collection.

With expanding social welfare through Locail Government jt ig
hoped that they receive additional funds from the Federal
Government te service the growing needs = of an aging
population. Meals on Wheels is a responsibility taken on by
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Local Government and at 8 cost to ratepayvers as well as the
provision of services through Autumn Clubs.

Welfare services generally are expanding so that Staff are now
emploved to advise citizens on such matters as balancing their
personal budgets,

We have been concerned that Youth services are insufficient.
There should be more programmes to entertain and educate.
Pacilities cost a lot of money for activities like Basketball
and Skateboarding but should be supplied and serviced with
funding primarily from all Government sources. It . is
essential that the youth have occupation and if jobs are
scarce then alternatives must be made available to encourage
social skills and responsibility,

Some Local Governments in W.A. have taken on Private security
services at a charge to their ratepavers. In genersl extra
eves on the road and properties are an advantage but this
should not be looked upon as a substitwute for the Police who
are the only personnel with authority to arrest.

It is also being proposed that the Security Service Staff of
the City of Stirling be on call to tespond. to heart attack
victims cutting delays in the response time of the St. John
Ambulance Service. It is a worthy cause but instead of the

State or Commonwealth Governments and this is acceptable
providing adequate funding is provided by the respective
Governments snd this transfer is not used as a method of
increasing taxation or levies at the Local Government level.

We hope these observations will be of assistance in
determining your decisions.

Yours faithfully,

(Mrs) Ann Williams
Hon. Secretary




