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- Standing Comnittee on Economics, Finance and Puplicgedininsstiatian snd Pubiic Administration. . |+ 7 -

. Submissior Nogz‘ ORI :'__3.'.: 1

* Further to my letter dated 25 July 2002
Having further considered some other maiters pertinent to the Committee’s inquiry, the

Council has asked me fo make a further submission to the Committee covering some
matters that were not covered in detail in our earlier submission. -

We are particularly concerned with our role in improving the provision of services to
_indigenous communities, and our frustration that the basic needs such as housing and
.. sewerage are not recognised by the WA Local Government Grants Commission’s -
- . 'methodology in altocating financial assistance. o

" The enclosed submission was endorsed by theCouncﬂ 4t its meeting heid'las{ Thi}r’s_’dfiff.:’ o

hopefully it is not too late for this supplementary submission to be taken into account.

Warren Olsen
Chief Executive Officer

-1+ Tapologise for the lateness of this submiissior. However, I understand that the WA Local =070
. Government -Association’s - submission s alsoonly . being finalised “this ‘month "so...- -




House Committee on Eeonomles, Fmance and Public Admmrstratmn o
Enqwry mto Locai Govemment Fmance and Cost Shlftmg

Supplementary Submlsswn

:'_'.Havmg further conmdcred the report of Lhe Commonw_ea
o the operatlon ‘of it ocal (Jovermnent {Fmanma,l Assistance) Act, service provision
within the’ dlstrlc{ of Yalgoo and the "disability fa,ctors" used by the WA Local

~interésted in the purpose of the Act which relates to improving the pmuqmn of
services to indigenous communities and the extent to which the provision of services
" to indigenous communities such as Yalgoo is frustrated by vertical fiscal imbalance

- and the current funding arrangements.

. About 14% of the population of our district {and over 60% of the popu]aﬂon of
- Yalgoo townsite) are Abori gmal

_'0 As. in -othér regions, mchgeneus people experience. entrenched levels of

chlevement m educatlon iow mcemeg -' hzgher rates of mcareeratlon ete.

. The dlsadvantages expenenced by Abomgmal commumtles are exacerbated by our" '
wk of fi nanczai'capaczty to prov;de the services they need o S

-"-:The"-ZO(}O—OI National Report on Local Government ‘summatises t]}c sztuatlon as
follows:

cmpioyment recognltlon and partzcxpatlon in proceqses of govemance ‘and in service
“delivery.

Governments in Australia, including local government, have a critical role to play in
~ improving the health and wellbeing of Indigenous people. In many locations, this
- means . far. greater effort and collaboration to improve’ Indigenous access to

mainstream services and, in somie mqt'mcee aligning the qppmpﬂatencqq of such

services with indigenous requirements”.*

S 2001 Censws.

? Na Office of Local GoVernment 2000-0! R.eporr on rhe opera!wn of rhe Local Governmem -

(Financial Assxsrance) Act 1995, Departmem of Transpert and Reozonai Serwces Canberra p 92

Gr_ants Commlssmn mtoi_-_-;.“: S

Ags the township of Ya]goe 15 essentlaiiy an abongma] commumty we are partzculariv o e

' 'disadvantage that are mamfested in poor health, shorter life expectancy, under—-_.-__:.-;.._'




We have identified that fhe thost pressing needs of indigenous people within the
" Yalgoo community are as follows: '

. Access to adequate housing
- Access to clean, safe water :
 Access to safe, effective sewagc treatment
- Access to reasonable education -
.- - Access to meaningful emplovment R
- Access to intérvention to ameliorate various socral 1!15 such as ateohohsm
R drug abuse, chzid abuse and domestlc vzolence :

oVt R W N

.' We Should thmk that Jf the purpose of 1mpr0vmg the Wi 151on of eervzces to :
"]mdzgenous people is to be fulfilled, ‘Local Goverrime ' dsto

S e recogmse relatwe'fdzsad\zantages in these key areas.

sing i the single. greatest need for many: abongmal people "poor housmg _
health problems, lack of educational achievement, strainied  inter-and- mtra-famz y o

: xelatlonshlps, domestic violence etc.

Lack of housing also exacerbates other problems such as the ability to recruit to
remote communities such as Yalgoo professional staff and trades people to provide
the other needed services. : :

: The Shtre of Yalgoo has undertaken a programme of borrowing for housing
- provisions and is constructing housing as a joint venture with the estate Ministry for _
- Housing: - ‘However, it is beyond the financial capacity of the Slure o pto\zde_'_-_'

1] m‘em housmg to meet the real needs ofthe commumty R

Tt ts'regrettable that the WA Locai Govemment Grants C‘ommlssmn does not ha\re a S
'd 'abtiz_ty factor"_ that recogmses the need to prowde housmg in, remote commtmittee e e

i Western' Australia the water- Supply to most commumtle% is unciertaken by the
- Water Cotporation of WA, so it is rarely a Local Government responsibility. It is
‘good that the WA Local Government Grants Commission does have a disability factor
“in order to recognise the needs of those ¢communities where the Water Corporation of

- WA does not provide water.

The water in the Yalgoo town site is of a standard that does not meet the Australian
- guidelines for drinking water dug to excessive nitrate and arsenic content in particular.
~ We understand that Yalgoo's particular’ water quallty pmbiems will be addte%%ed h\

poratton of WA in the VCI‘} niear future o : o -




" wide ' educationsystems and policies often dom't:

i the

Sewerage

Although the Water Corporation provides sewerage to some communities, it does not
~ provide it to others. Obviously, this is a very significant disability to those Local
‘Governments where the Water Corporation does not provide sewerage, viz a vis those
Local Government where sewerage is not provided.

It is difficult to understand why there is not presently a disability factor to recognise
- this disadvantage.

o Regrettably many’ peo'plg' ifi our community are unable to maintain effective ot site

- 'sewerage treatment systems.  Where septic systems_ fail,; the law requires Local = .
- Governments to place orders on residences deeming them unfit for human habitation -~

' and ultimately lead to their demolition. .

There is at least one house in Yalgoo at present which is subject to a demolition order,

Yalgoo was nominated somie years ago for the State Government's Small Town
Sewerage Programme; however, we are unable to confirm that any works are
programmed either in the medium or long term (we have confirmed that no works are
programmed in the short term).

We are unable to find any Aboriginal communities where the Water Corporation
provides sewerage; Local Goverhments are ideally placed to provide sewerage but
they need the financial capacity fo do so. '

o Acc;':'s's_{to-'_m?s_‘?‘ﬁable Education

It should be seiféévi_c.i'e:ﬁt toeverybociythat _ﬁéc'e'ss_' fo good education is essential for S
- long t omin

etm capacity: building i aboriginal communiities and is the single intervention .-

" that could make an improverment ir the lives of indigenous people. Regrettably, state- -

“very well in: simall, remote < ¢

indigenous  commuinities and as ‘the - allocation” of resources by State Bducation

Departments is often a numbers game, small communities are fairly near the bottom

_ years up to 1997 the Yalgoo Primary -School typically opened. without any
‘téaching staff. During the first week of the school year, teachers who were unable to
find other employment were sent by the education department to staff the school for
one year only. This led to a situation where ‘teaching staff often lacked the

“commitment necessary to strive for positive educational outcomes, and there was
usually a one hundred per cent turn over of teaching staff each year (leading to a lack
of continuity).

n 1997, Council met with the District Director of Education to try to implement

- '_.'S_i_;r:afc_c_:g_igs_ to overcome these problems. = We are pleased to report that this has

buted to greater stability. in the staff of the school over ‘the past five ~years,
However, the school has still been under-resoutced in terms of the number of teachers .




and also the number of buildings. The Education Department has not even provided a
building for the schocl library. (the building was donated by a local aboriginal
‘corporation). '

More Tecently, the Education Department of WA has agreed to provide the school
with a further building. :

There is still a difficulty in recruiting staff d_ué' to poor incentives for staff to locate to
- the district. The Shire would be reluctant to take over the operation of schools, but it

. hasito "'.b'é"__'_r_:_e_éétj'g'l'z_'ifs_fcédjth’aﬁtg.'the_-:-'éciiicatioi}é_l_.'_né'éds'o_f_ pedple in' rémote communities in - BRI

- this state need special resourcing, and special policy. interventions. They will never = -

o ‘be adequately met by trying to apply state-wide-policies and delivery systems. -

It is regrettable that, despite being rcasoﬁably_ _har_d_to.-j_st_aff,fl_‘_'_[a.lgo_d 'Prima'ry"'s',éhtj.éi S

s not beet recognised by the Education Department of WA as being "remote” for

fhe purposes of paying remote area allowances to teaching staff. One possibility

Access to Employment
Meaningful employment has the potential to contribute considerably to people's sense
- of purpose and well being. ' -

The Shire of Yalgoo believes there is a role for Local Governments in promoting the
immediate ‘development of the local economy in order to provide more job
. opportunities.  For this purpose, the Council has recently adopted a local economic
development plan and established an employment development committee. .-

i 'Nevertheless, we view regional development as being a "whole of government” .-

- responsibility.. - There are “sometimes difficulties’ in - getting  state government

- Also, we observe a t'én'c'lé'nc'y"fd'r"c'flevelbp'méﬁt' éffo’rf and resources 1o be concenitrated
“on regional cities rather than on development of the depressed hinterland areas. The
oblom - S _ ‘ : T _

. region of Western Australia which 1'S-'0fﬁ0_1_ally'f1"ega'rdéd as-part of the "Mid West".
The Midwest region centres econotnically on the regional city of Geraldton whereas
most of the Murchison does not have strong economic links with Geraldton and there
is no regional city in the Murchison region.

The institutional arrangements really need to reflect true economic communities of
interest. Although the Local Governments of the Murchison region are keen to
cooperate in fostering economic development, we are not adequately resourced for
this task. -

ecruitstafiof
ype of blatant cost -~

ogrammes to focus on developmient on a regional rather than departmental bass.




Specific Intervention Relate_d' tt_’;_ﬁ Variety of Social Ills -

~ Small local governments such as the Shire of Yalgoo are not adequately financed to

* employ staff to provide the type of social services that might make a difference in our

communities. Despite having our share of these social ills, we are unable to afford to
“employ youth workers, community workers, social workers etc,

- Provision of services by state government departments with responsibilifies in these L
' areas are almost non existent. Annual of sémi-annual visits are totally inadéquate; we
" really need services to be based in our communities. -
‘In its prant distribution methodology, the WA Local Governments Grants
~ Commission does not appear to have any "disability factor” that recognises the lack of -
" state governtient provision of social setvices i these areas. o




