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T :
S ' House of representatives Sisce)
. The Secretary o conomics, Finance and Pubk .
" ‘House of Representatives Standing Commitiee
""on Econamics; Finance & Pubfic Administration -
y into Local Govérnment & Cost Shifting o

" CANBERRA ACT 2800

© - gubmission Not .

‘Dear Sir

SUBMISSION - INQUIRY INTO LOCAL GOVERNMENT & COST SHIFTING

Thank you for the opportunity to make a 'su'bmi'S"Si_bn't’o- the House of Répr'e'se'réta'{ivés Standing . - -
Committee on Economics, Finance and Public Administration Inquiry into Locat Government =
and Cost Shifting at Warrnambool on Friday, & December 2002, .-~ . S

hire Council supports the submission made by the '
; inquiry in September 2002.. S

B!
pality located between the provincial cities of |

5,000, with a staff jevel of 4.3 EFT per 1,000 .
00 population is 8 EFT/1,000... - -~ .

ts. The average EFT for Councils

< forms only 25% of ifs fotal

Plains Shire Council, like many other regional Victorian

. t6:a'teasonable level following the enforced 20% .
‘years of rate capping. - In addition, the former = -

e Council had rating strategies based on minimal

0% cut was more of a setback in rural areas; as -

egy allows for rate increases above CPl, each 1% rate .
i 'does not go far in delivering a diverse range of local ~ -
rowing communities: [n addition, ‘the 'acceptance’ of rate I
“presents a hurdie in today’s political environment. - .. o

. Whilst Council supports the MAV subrmission, it wishes to make comment in the following areas: B
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- Golden Plains Shire Council - Submissuon 1o the House of Representatwes Standmg Commzttee on -
. Economics, Fmance & Public Admlmstratlon - Inqunry into Loca! Govemment and Cost Shrftmg

'ASSETMANAGEMENT
. The majonty of Goiden Plains Shire's hails and recreation reserves are on Crown Lanci e
" owned by the Department of Natural ‘Resources and Env;ronment [DNRE} These assets o
. are conservatively vaiued at $1% million; without the iand.- '
« Undér the- Municipal Association of . Victoria's Asset Management Improvement STEP’-.'
D ?_Program Councits will be reqwred to aohieve a mmrmum levet of asset manageme
- .. process withini two years L
"~ e The challenge for- Councﬂs is to deterrnme whether or noi they brmg these Crown Land:_-_
L "_a' ets under their Asset Management Improvement Programs.._-_ _ S

imalgamation - in 1994
'_i$‘i 0_ mﬂlto

s DNRE does not have an Asset Management Improvement Program nor a maintenance
CLIP in the last 2 years, bul

s DNRE’s unwillingness of inability to prov:de ‘asset. rnam%enance and significant money for
refurbishment of. these important assets has meant a s;gmftcant cost shift to Local
‘Government right across the State of Victoria. -

_ INFRASTRUCT&RE GAP

Smce the mtroduction of the Accountmg Standard AASQT in 1992 Council is faced witha
- deprematlon bill. of $1.7 m;lilon for its Foads and bridges infrastracture, - : B
' ard to fund_'this deprema‘ﬂon and ma;ntam its mfrastructure it stlil T
% or. $425k. - -
| as & shared responmb;lzty between State Local;_- R
cizrrently respons:bie for 872 Ks of sealed roads PR

_' nstructed on Crown i.and the Acoountmg o

introduction of the aervioe
a oost that is now fund_e‘d--hy' it

: ' atepayer _ o
'atron has been ;ntroducad l[‘l 20(32!2003 and. A

ecogmsed itin its fundi

& knowiecige that they will have to endure a polstu:al -
om the ser\nce . _

s ‘Start funding has been prowcied to Council. by the Federal Government’s Reglonai -

- Solutions Programme for Council to provide community development planning [CDP} in18 _

. townships. . Council and residents have supporteci thzs program wuth CDP bnngmg a number SR
- of benefits 10 our commuriities, | L NP
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