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The main thrust of the Cost Shifting Inquiry is to look at the current roles and
responsibilities of the Federal, State and Local Governments and to determine if there
is a “better” way to deliver the numerous services provided by the three levels. |
believe that this review is welcomed by most, however it can only be beneficial to local
government if any new responsibilities come hand in hand with permanent, irrevocable
finances to provide the services. .

This couid be achieved by constitutional recognition of local government and the
aiffocation of a fixed percentage share of all taxation revenue, with built in mechanism
to ensure that this funding is maintained in real terms.

In Queensland, regional cooperation between local governments has provided

in conclusion, we believe that the resources of local government to provide services at
the expected fevel are stretched to breaking point, in many cases as a result in the
devolution of responsibilities without the corresponding financial resources. lLocal
Government is now undertaking the provision of services which were ence the domain
of Federal and State Governments. Constitutional recognition of locat government and
further examination of regional cooperat:on are two areas that should receive further
attention.

Yours faithfully,

Tony Wehlow FLLGMA
Executive Director




