
INQUIRY INTO LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COSTSifiFTING

In responseto your invitation to makea submissionto this Inquiry referredto theCommittee
by the Minister for RegionalServices,TerritoriesandLocal Government,the Hon.Wilson
TuckeyMP, I adviseof this Council’sendorsementofthe submissionmadeby theLocal
GovernmentAssociationof Queensland.

In doingso, I submitthe following pointsraisedby Council for the considerationof the
Inquiry:-

• Expansionof therole of local governmentby additionalresponsibilitiesbeingtransferred
to localgovernmentandthereductionin fundingin realtermsbeingprovidedto local
governmentis exertingpressureon localgovernmentsto increasetheir ownsourcerevenue
suchthattheratebaseoflocal governmentsisbeingstretchedbeyondreasonablecapacity
andthecapacityof local governmentsto provideservicesrequiredby the communityis
beingimpactedupon.

• Opportunityto rationaliseroles and responsibilitiesbetweenCommonwealth,State and
Local Governments is welcomed but for local government to take on additional
responsibilities,theremust be securityof permanentassignmentof such responsibilities
andpermanentsourceof funding for such responsibilities. Constitutionalrecognitionof
local governmentand its roles and responsibilitiesis requiredand allocation to local
governmentof a fixed percentageshareof taxationrevenuewith provisionto increaseto
keepabreastof inflation is needed.

• Servicessuch as issue of drivers licences and constructionand maintenanceof road
networkswould be more efficiently and effectively managedby local government,and
emergencyservicesfunctions such as State EmergencyServiceand Rural Fire Service
wouldbe moreefficiently andeffectivelymanagedby StateGovernment.

• Regionalcooperationand collaborationbetweenlocal governmentshas been successful
particularlyin South-EastQueenslandandan expandedrole for RegionalOrganisationsof
Councilsis supportedin the interestsof combiningthe resourcesof the lobal governments
and enhancing wider delivery of service programs and diminishing the threat of
amalgamationof thoselocal governments.

BOONAH SHIRE COUNCIL

ALL CORRESPONDENCETO

BEADDRESSEDTO THE

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

26 September2002

The Secretary
StandingCommitteeon Economics,Financeand
PublicAdministration
HouseofRepresentatives
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearSir/Madam

COUNCILCHAMBERS
70 HIGH STREET
BOONAH QLD 4310

P.O. Box 97
TELEPHONE: (07) 5463 3000
FACSIMILE: (07)5463 2650

Our Reference:
IF:L.J 420/07G6.2.1.2-07/02

House of representatives Standing Commiftee on
Economics Finance and Public Administration

Submission No:

Date Received Z7J41Q2
n

Secreiary:

.2.



• Representationon advisorycommitteesandcommunityreferencegroupsdealingwith local
delivery of servicesby governmentagenciesor local applicationof governmentfunded
programs is to be offered to local governmentwhose members are elected to be
representativeof the communityin preferenceto self-appointedrepresentativesof single
issueor specific interest community groups. The catchmentmanagementcommunity
consultationprocesscurrently being experiencedis a casein point wheremeetingsof
catchmentgroupsarebeingdominatedby theissuesof specialinterestssuchthat decisions
of funding and works priorities for the benefit of the wider community are being
jeopardised.

• The transferof additionalresponsibilitiesto local governmentwithout anyextrafunding is
a significantfinancial burdenand strainon existingresources. This hascomeaboutnot
only throughdevolutionbut alsoby abrogationof responsibilityandwithdrawnof services
by State Government,in particular such that local governmenthas been forced by
communitypressureto stepin andfill thebreach. Local governmentis ableandwilling to
take on additional responsibilitiesand has a proven track record of performancein
delivering servicesandprogramsbut musthavesecurityof permanentassignmentof such
responsibilitiesandpermanentsourceof funding for suchresponsibilities. Theremustbe
constitutionalrecognitionof local governmentas alegitimatetier of governmentin its own
rightwith afixed shareoftaxationrevenuebeingallocatedto it.

• Local governmentshouldas of right be able to haveasayin all mattersimpactingon its
community and therefore should have permanentrepresentationon local and regional
committees of government agencies serving the area. Local government elected
representativesare legitimate voices for their community andshould carry more weight
thanothercommunityrepresentativeswho havenot beenelectedandhavebeeninvited as
membersof specific interestgroups.

• Regional cooperationand collaborationbetweenlocal governmentshas beensuccessful
particularlyin South-EastQueenslandandan increasedrole for regional organisationsof
Councilsis supportedprovidedit enhancesthe sharingof expertiseandresourcesfor the
increasedbenefitofthe communitiesin theregion. Thereis arole for boththelargerurban
and the smallerrural Councilsandfosteringtheir working togetherwith a regionalfocus
makes the combinedresourcesgo further and enhancethe wider deliver of service
programsanddiminishestheconstantthreatof amalgamation.

• As a rural Councilwith a small annual growth rate, we find it necessaryto consistently
raiseratesandchargesabovetherateof inflation dueto thecombinedeffectsof:-

— Requirementsto satisfynewandmoredemandingstandards
— Communityexpectationsfor improvedquality services
— Increasedinsurancepremiums as Councils are perceivedas soft targetsfor

litigation
— Demandson small Councils to participate in regional planning initiatives

despitelimited directbenefitto local community
— Increasesin Governmentgrants and subsidiesare not keeping pace with

inflation
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• It is inappropriatefor Councilsto continueto be expectedto fund their expandingrolesby
property basedtaxes. This is particularly sowhen additional responsibilitiesare being
devolvedfrom other tiers of governmentand financial assistancefrom State andFederal
Governmentis decliningin real terms. Wearealreadyexperiencinglandholderresistance
to this emergingtrend. Unlessthe trendis reversed,Councilsare facing cutbacksin the
level of servicestheycanaffordto provide.

Yoursfaithfully

IAN FLINT
ChiefExecutiveOfficer
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