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Question:

In relation to liquid fuel facilities at or near Woomera air base, what aviation impact and/or
risk/safety assessments have been done? Please provide copies of final documentation to the
Committee.

Answer:

No direct assessments of the liquid fuel facilities at or near RAAF Base Woomera have been
undertaken regarding their survivability in the event of an aviation mishap. However, these
risks are considered during both the siting process for such facilities and as part of the estate
planning process. Management of the risk of flight over or near sensitive areas such as liquid
fuel facilities is conducted by operational commanders and is subject to a range of
considerations, including the type of flight being conducted and weather. Risks are reduced so
far as reasonably practicable in accordance with the requirements of the Workplace Health and
Safety Act. The effective management of risk is an integral part of all Defence activities and
this includes the requirement to eliminate risks to health and safety so far as is reasonably
practicable (SFARP). Given the risk controls in place, the risk of an ADF aviation mishap in
the vicinity of liquid fuel facilities is considered to be very low.



