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Senator Sheldon: …[T]here are issues with regard to fatalities and there are issues with regard to 
serious injuries as part of the improvement of vehicle safety and technology that has put people in 
the injury category rather than the fatality category. So how is that tracking? 
 
Dr Hassall: …[W]ith regard to people, I will take on notice the current ratio of fatals to serious human 
injury, which is high—it's much higher than the fatals—and how that's tracking. I'm not quite sure at 
the moment. I really concentrate on the fatals and the major prang statistics. I can get back to you on 
that one. 
 
Answer 
Serious accidents might be higher than this but assuming a hospitalization is 'serious' the ratio is: for 
1 truck or bus fatality there are 7.73 truck or bus hospitalizations. This was an average across 10 years 
to 2018 and as you might notice this ratio is on the rise. 
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