Minister for Social Services

MS17-000999

The Hon Kevin Andrews MP
Member for Menzies
Chair, Joint Standing Committee on the National Disability Insurance Scheme

Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Mr Andrews

Please find enclosed a copy of the Australian Government response to the Joint Standing
Committee inquiry into Accommodation for people with disabilities and the National
Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS).

The Government thanks the Committee and you, as the Committee Chair, for your
contribution to the inquiry. The Government also thanks the individuals and organisations
who have contributed to the inquiry. All contributions have added greater understanding
about how affordable and appropriate accommodation for people with disabilities can be
provided.

Of the six recommendations put forward, the Government agrees five, and notes one. The
recommendation to explore capital sharing, securitisation, and joint ownership options to
expand the provision of appropriate disability accommodation is being addressed through the
Government’s comprehensive housing affordability plan, including establishing the National
Housing Finance and Investment Corporation, announced in the 2017-18 Budget.

Yours sincerely

CLP2

The Hon Christian Porter MP
Minister for Social Services

Encl.

Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone (02) 6277 7560 Fax (02) 6273 4122






(@4
(>

Australian Government

Australian Government response to the Joint Standing
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October 2017



Government Response
Joint Standing Committee on the National Disability Insurance Scheme

Report on accommodation for people with disabilities and the National Disability
Insurance Scheme

The Australian Government welcomes this report and recognises the ongoing work of the
Joint Standing Committee on the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) in reviewing
the implementation and administration of the NDIS.

Since the Committee released this report in May 2016, there has been much progress in the
implementation of NDIS supports relating to housing and specialist disability accommodation
(SDA).

On 1 July 2016, the NDIS commenced including SDA supports in participant plans, in
alignment with the policy set out in the SDA Pricing and Payments Framework (agreed by
Disability Ministers in December 2015).

Additionally, NDIS Rules to support National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA) decision-
making in relation to SDA were registered on 14 March 2017. These rules were the
culmination of a significant work program undertaken by the Commonwealth, state and
territory governments and the NDIA to ensure that the SDA supports were targeted
appropriately to ensure that high needs participants receive the supports they require.

Allied to this process, was the continued exploration of housing needs for NDIS participants.
NDIS participants can be supported to achieve housing goals through the provision of home
modifications, domestic assistance, assistive technology and assistance to navigate the
rental market.

Finally, the provision of affordable and accessible housing for the general population
(including people with disability) remains the responsibility of state and territory
governments. The Commonwealth provides assistance through Commonwealth Rent
Assistance and through an ongoing work program to consider how to facilitate affordable
and accessible housing in the community.

In relation to the response to the Joint Standing Committee’s report, the Government has
agreed five recommendations and notes one recommendation.
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