






 

 

12 September 2018 

 

Mr Michael Pezzullo 

Secretary 

Department of Home Affairs 

 

By email only: parliamentary.coordination@homeaffairs.gov.au   

 

 

Dear Mr Pezzullo 
 

Inquiry into allegations concerning the inappropriate exercise of ministerial powers, with 

respect to the visa status of au pairs, and related matters 

 

I write to you regarding answers to Questions on Notice provided to the Senate Legal and 

Constitutional Affairs References Committee inquiry into allegations concerning the inappropriate 

exercise of ministerial powers, with respect to the visa status of au pairs, and related matters. 

 

I refer to answer IEMP/001 regarding cases in which Minister Dutton has used his ministerial 

intervention powers under Section 195A of the Migration Act to grant visitor/tourist visas. 

 

In order to have the utmost confidence in the Government, Australians must be assured that 

Ministers and their Departments are being open, truthful, and transparent and not engaging in 

behaviour that looks like a cover-up. 

 

The Department’s answer states that between 23 December 2014 and 31 August 2018, Minister 

Dutton granted 24 Visitor (subclass 600) visas using his section 195A intervention power. The 

Department has also provided a table of grants made on particular dates (noting that some dates 

feature multiple grants). 

 

I write to you as there is apparent inconsistency between the dates in the Department’s table and 

documents tabled by Minister Dutton in the Parliament. 

 

According to documents tabled in Parliament relating to the exercise of ministerial discretion 

under Section 195A of the Migration Act 1958, Minister Dutton has intervened and granted 

visitor/tourist visas on the following individual occasions between 23 December 2014 and 31 

August 2018: 

  



 

 

Date Signed by Detailed in IEMP/001 answer 

17/06/2015 Minister Dutton Yes 

17/09/2015 Minister Dutton No  

1/11/2015 Minister Dutton Yes 

24/03/2016 Minister Dutton No 

17/06/2016 Minister Dutton No 

23/08/2016 Minister Dutton Yes 

7/09/2016 Minister Dutton Yes 

7/10/2016 Minister Dutton 

Yes - date included; no note of multiple 

grants 

7/10/2016 Minister Dutton 

Yes - date included; no note of multiple 

grants 

8/04/2017 Minister Dutton No 

11/05/2017 Minister Dutton Yes 

10/08/2017 Minister Dutton No 

21/09/2017 Minister Dutton 

Yes - date included; no note of multiple 

grants 

21/09/2017 Minister Dutton 

Yes - date included; no note of multiple 

grants 

12/04/2018 Minister Dutton No 

10/05/2018 Minister Dutton Yes 

24/05/2018 Minister Dutton 

Yes - date included; no note of multiple 

grants 

24/05/2018 Minister Dutton 

Yes - date included; no note of multiple 

grants 

 

Answer IEMP/001 also outlines a number of cases of which Statements to Parliament were not 

able to be located by the Parliamentary tabling offices: 

- 15/09/2015 

- 6/10/2015 

- 8/02/2017 

- 22/11/2017 

- 15/02/2018 

- 18/04/2018 

 

As you would be well are, the inconsistency between the answers provided by the Department to 

the Senate Inquiry in comparison to documents tabled in Parliament is of great concern to me in 

my role as Chair of the Legal and Constitutional Affairs References Committee. 

 

I request the Department provides clarity to this particular answer as a matter of urgency. 

The answer fails to provide further details to the cases it does list – such as the locations of the 

individuals involved or the reasons for ministerial intervention – akin to the information which 

was released by the Department as per the original FOI Reference number FA 15/12/01761. 

 

Therefore, I request the Ministerial briefs prepared by the Department for all ministerial 

interventions under Section 195A of the Migration Act 1958 in which Minister Dutton has 

intervened and granted visitor/tourist visas. 

 



 

 

Given the number of these interventions is limited and redacted Ministerial briefs for the Brisbane 

and Adelaide cases have been released via FOI, this is not an unreasonable request and falls within 

the Terms of Reference of the Senate Inquiry. 

 

I look forward to the Department’s prompt response. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Senator Louise Pratt 

Chair 

Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs References Committee 




