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Strategically, helping Taiwan develop more options for trade diversification will only strengthen 
the liberal international order, to which both Australia and Taiwan belong. Both Canberra and 
Taipei have been managing the so-called ‘China choice’, as we balance the needs of our 
strategic freedom from, and our economic relations with, China. 

 

Helping Taiwan’s inclusion in the CPTPP will thus expand Taiwan’s economic and strategic 
autonomy, and improve the cohesion and interoperability between the Western-led liberal 
international order’s key allies and partners. Taiwan, by virtue of its central geostrategic location 
in the First Island Chain, is a key link of the strategic chain connecting the United States, Japan, 
Korea, Australia, and other ‘like-minded’ Indo-Pacific democracies. 

 

Culturally and politically, Taiwan and Australia share the same values of human rights and 
democracy, which undergird our enduring friendship. Taiwan is the leading liberal democracy of 
the Chinese speaking world and a cultural powerhouse of Northeast Asia. As Australia enters 
our ‘Asian Century’, Taiwan will only become an ever-more indispensable partner in our quest 
for greater Asian literacy. 

 

A strong Australia-Taiwan relationship is in line with Australia’s foreign policy priorities. The US-
China rivalry and COVID-19 pandemic have radically changed the global geo-economic 
environment. Taiwan’s inclusion in the CPTPP will strengthen the mutual benefit relationship 
between Taiwan and Australia, providing Australia with a key economic partner, a dependable 
strategic friend, and an indispensable cultural resource. I urge you to support Taiwan’s inclusion 
in the CPTPP. 

 

Respectfully yours, 

Dr. William Lin 

President 

Taiwanese Association of Australia Melbourne Chapter Inc. 
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