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Dear Ms Kohen, 
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Inquiry into the Purpose, Intent and Adequacy of the Disability Support Pension 

I refer to your email of 19 May 2021. 

The Legal Services Commission of South Australia (the Commission) is the State's largest 
legal assistance provider. We provide a range of services to the South Australian public 
including legal advice and education, and legal representation pursuant to grants of aid. In 
the previous financial year, 16% of our clients self-identified as having a disability. 

Through its Access Services Branch the Commission provides a Your Story advisory service 
to South Australians with a disability wishing to participate in the Disability Royal Commission 
in a safe and informed manner. We also assist with a range of legal problems often 
experienced by people with disability. This year (2021) the Commission will launch a new 
Disability Information and Legal Assistance Service (DILA) that will provide legal information 
and advice to adults and young people with disability in South Australia. The new unit will be 
comprised of staff with specialist training and awareness of disability issues and will seek to 
build partnerships with peak disability organisations. 

Regarding the terms of reference for this inquiry, I have consulted with legal advisers at the 
Commission who are experienced in this area and my response follows this letter. Thank you 
for the opportunity to provide comment. 

Yours sincerely, 

1 

Gabrielle  Z Canny
Director
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