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In his review of the changing nature of federal-state relations in Australian
forestry, Carron (1993) suggested that the bitterness that the flooding of
Lake Pedder for hydro-electric development stimulated in conservation-
minded people ‘was to be at the heart of the conservation war that was there
and then declared’. But what role might the carlier Mt Field controversy
have played?

Scenery, recreation and tourisp were pre-eminent in early perceptions of
Mt Field. This early focus on these instrumental values contrasts with
today’s promotion which stresses its role as host to a number of important
ecosystems: 13 rare plant species, a nationally rare marsupial, four inverte-
brate species listed as rare, threatened or vulnerable at the State level, and
wet schlerophyll forest, subalpine and alpine plant communities of high
conservation value. Today Mt Field is also acknowledged for its cultural
heritage significance, containing both Aboriginal sites and historical Euro-
pean sites and structures. Its runoff supplies nearly 20 per cent of Hobart’s
water and the needs of all settlements between the patk and the city.

Geology and climate underpin all these values. A sheet of dolerite rock
caps the plateau upon which glaciers that formed in colder Pleistocene times
left ice-abraded slopes, lakes and moraines that have been colonised by
vegetation and wildlife. Sedimentary rocks form cliffs around the plateau
margins including those over which Russell Falls and several other notable
cascades tumble. Perhaps the most remarkable waterfalls of Mt Field
National Park are the least known: they vanish mysteriously into forbidding
natural shafts in the earth. Limestone that occurs along the western and
southeastern margins of the park is riven by some of the deepest cave
systems in Australia, part of an intriguing complex of katst landforms—the

hidden heritagie of Mt Field.

" Evolution of the National Park

Located at the extreme eastern end of what is now Mt Field National Park

"and first sighted by Buropeans around 1856, Russell Falls soon attracted
scientific parties guided by the Rayner and Clark families from nearby Ellen-
dale. Subsequently, a local agriculturalist, Louis Shoobridge, commenced
lobbying for protection. The initial reserve of 121 hectares was proclaimed
as Falls Reserve in 1885 under the Waste Lands Adt 1863, but this legislation
provided no more protection than withdrawing land from potential sale or
lease. The area grew in popularity, trout were released into its mountain lakes
by the late nineteenth century, raitway reached the area by the early 1900s,
and skiing and skating became popular by the 1920s.

MT FIELD NATIONALPARK 411

Strong advocacy by W
i y W.C. Crook Biast ;
Mt Fleld Nations] Doy, althon rooke played a significant role in establishing

Mot gh he was apparently reticent ab i
b Mmm_mawwa mem WMDMMM@%mmMOUm rejected entirely. Tn 1912 MM MM”MMMOM
| : » COMPLISING representatives i
MMM i“mﬁ%“m“ww QEF University of Tasmania, Eovww %%»M mmwma_m%
oeries OnomeMmm:muMMW mﬁ”ﬂo_w Council, and the Australian ZM%MM
’ . cem appears to have bee ,
Umﬂwwnmwsnwm,m@mﬂw mm..mu wmnnmmwo:& values of the area. His noﬂmnﬁmmmwmﬁwmwwﬁ
advocates mRmm.mm.n— ?Mb mem.w n“mmmu.amw HM% y woﬂ.E.m_B mwoﬁmsm&. QEMW o%“
rocates ¢ : ues, including the Go
G:?mmqu MMMMM,_ Mmmémﬁ_ ‘Tasmanian Museum n:ﬁmﬂown“ Clive MM“BMH
sty of zoology professor, T. Thomson Flynn, fathe um
o s t of the
In
anmgwwww M.M%Ummn@rnw&mm protests against timber felling in the Falls
ool o) orks Department, an activity that highlighted the
kbl mm reserve. In response to National Parks Associatio
B ﬁmom_amm. om H\mﬂp%u Hon. E. Mulcahy, agreed to the Rmmgmmom
b e A m.w. uch 2 small area was considered entirely inadequate
b advocates. A nrmbmm in government facilitated mpm_igmw
L omwS agreement in 1915 by the new Minister, Hon
mwn‘oav o e oma acres Qo 931 ha) covering Russell mba bm.a%
i, e most of the g.ﬁ Field ranges (Lord 1918, Luckman Gm%
M 1519 oo B e s ot Lns A 111
Mﬂm.wiumﬂ Peninsula on Tasmania’s MMmmm nOme M&Mnﬁn@ Samwﬁm:mocm_w i
el e onstitute Tasmania’s first
‘The Scenery Preservation At 1915 establi
: : shed a new resery
m MMMPM&MHMM.@MMMJOB Board, mﬂ.cnw.:nmm such as to give aoBmeMmMM _,,Mzw. :
o o Mn O%anﬁr_ agencies, .ﬁrmﬂ was charged with B&n.:w. Hmnmnm-
e 0 2 Mwm.mgmnom. National Park Reserve was revoked E,:M
Yoy Mc %nmomama under this legislation, again as National Park
genE ﬂrmm;mnﬁ: Ev. On 26 ..?::wn.w 1917 it was vested in a National
bark Dog 5“, structure of which .mEH reflected the predominan f
e peratives, particularly tourism and water supply -
B i MMMMMA MMMWH of Mt Field National Park lies Junee Cave, source
by Brepee Hmocg of the Tyenna River) and probably mvnm.w seen
i 0. Hrw wObmmgmﬁ.Gb significance of caves was well-
ok me, Australia’s m.nmﬁ national park-type reserve, of 5000
e aving been mm.ﬁv__mvmn_ around Jenolan Caves mZmdS i
; reserves proclaimed to protect caves in northern %mmBEHMM
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Figure 1: National Park boundary changes and sites of later salvage logging
within*Mt Field National Park, in relation to karst cave complexes.

The National Park and Florentine Valley Aat 1950 that eventuated revoked
from the park the 1490 hectares of the Florentine forest below Mt Field
West (Figure 1). As compensation, 1640 hectares of mixed forest was added
to the southern margin of Mt Field National Park and possible increases in
the annual grant to the Scenery Preservation Board were suggested (Luck-
man 1953, Tappere 1985)- Subsequent minor changes to the park included
compulsory acquisition of 10 hectares under the Lands Resumption Act 1910
(3 May 1950), substitution of an equivalent area under the Seenery Preservation
A 1915 (on 26 June 1950) and the addition of 1 hectare at the park
entrance (on 1 November 1970). With passage of the National Parks and
Wildlife Act 1970 the area became a State Reserve, still known as Mt Field
National Park. Later additions included 45 hectares on the south side of
Lady Barron Creek (on 18 May 1977) and 8 hectares near Russell Falls (26
September 1990). The total of the areas gazetted suggest that the current
extent of Mt Field National Park is 17 242 hectares, but 2 computer
recalculation in 1990 found its true area to be 15 881 hectares (Parks and
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MMW_W:MM wﬁinm 2000). The informal Junee Cave reserve was also
gnated as a State Reserve (on 8 September 1976), albeit still mnoﬂmnn_mm

only the outflow point of this i
. extensive under, i
extraotdinaty cave system through which it moéwQ::m EE——

Consequences of revocation
for protecting natural values

The most obvious consequence of park revocati )
: ; on for na I
mmomn““w menm Wm .Mﬁ Mt Field West mo.nmm\a. Logging HBEMMM»MMHH.““MMM
oRaR FRiGRslvR oa m.mgom.ﬂ and n@dmamm&_m disturbance of soils, water-
courses and | Mn M previously included in the park. Such argument osu natutal
st en Mdmmm the boundary controversy had focussed upon the
e wmhm values .Emﬁ ﬁo.:E feel the brunt of development were
b unt. a:ﬁ it 1s interesting to note that press reports of Parlia-
RIGiE Wi pMM,ﬁrmb representations by the Government, the Forestry
el 1 T T e e e e
mo.n the area to be revoked below Mt Field @Mmﬁ iy e
.WMMWMM megoﬁwm&mm the presence of caves in the mHMMMoﬂw_HuaM HMMMWMM%HMM
: no.nnmmwoaamsnm to Trickett indicates had been known about 1
owmﬂ%“mbﬁ circles for at least two decades (Twelvetrees 1917) pon
i ‘ ; ;
. ommnm&wwm%mwamzsb n.pqmammﬁnm Club had visited Junee Cave on its
e g, penetrating o:.d\ a short distance before being thwarted
e wwwwmmm that continues to challenge cave divers today. But
the establishment of man“MMMMD MMM%&WMMAHW TmMm g sl
WWMMMM& further 5.3 this extraordinary :MMM@MNMMMMMMM N.WMM mw_ruchmmm
S SM MMMMMM. Qrmw m.do.mdmm mmhﬁ_% in response to torrential &wnvmhmmmwm
Ee e _.mu.m o_ er Swm.mvﬁm into natural climate change and have since
- .5<m ﬁw eft by ice-age humans, bones of extinct ice-age mega-
:oér,ﬁn o oﬂmm M.Mmm fauna adapted to the perpetual darkness and mocm%a
ol e u.m_ wﬁaﬁoﬂwmmﬂﬂm w.wmﬂﬂo.a Gm%._ﬂommﬂoﬁ 1989, Eberhard
. 1 . ssolving of limes
MHMMMOM%“&?W ﬂmﬁmmﬁub,m are acidified dmﬂmi: the mwww% m_ww%ﬂﬂmm.w&wrmw
s mmbm%ma on .mromam is a critical natural process in these nm%n_
sitive environments that are highly susceptible to land :
agement practices. Retention of the forest and soil cover, and MMH%MMHW
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Commissioner Crane wrote to the Scenery Preservation Board to convey an
Australian Newsprint Mills suggestion:
that it could be of advantage to the Scenery Preservation Board if
salvage operations were extended to include the bumnt timber in the
park. . it was agreed that the following proposals should be submitted
to your Board (Crane 1967).

The Mt Field National Park Board concurred and correspondence to at
least one company confirms that one of its aims was ‘to reduce future fire
hazards in the park’ (Scenery Preservation Board 1967). Three other compa-
nies that expressed interest during March 1967 were informed that Austra-
lian Newsprint Mills had already been given the task. The Mt Field National
Park Board indicated to the Scenery Preservation Board (on 7 April 1967)
that the work should be completed within three years. The first permit for
salvage logging was issued by the Scenery Preservation Board on 14 August
1967. The company was required to fall all trees not suitable for converting
into timber or pulpwood, and to prepare the ground for natural regeneration

of eucalypt, and, where necessary, promote regeneration by seed sowing
(Figure 1).

The Mt Field National Park Board, starved of funds to manage the park,
also saw the opportunity to direct royalties from salvage logging towards
upgrading its fire-fighting capacity. A memorandum dated 13 February 1975
by B.S. Simmonds, Executive Officer of the National Parks and Wildlife
Service (which replaced the Scenery Preservation Board following new
legislation enacted in 1970), confirms ‘one object was to use royalties for
park work’ (Simmonds 1975). But actually getting the money proved more
difficult. The Scenery Preservation Board Chairman wrote hopefully to his
Minister on 21 August 1967: ‘Recently, on the recommendation of the
Board, you have accepted the Company’s offer to help repair the damage to
the Park caused by the fires lit by the Company in March 1966..." (Miles
1967). But when the anticipated royalties could not be obtained under Scen-
ery Preservation Board provisions, 2 special grant was requested. Ministet
for Lands and Works, Cashion, wrote on 4 September 1967 to the Premier
and State Treasurer, Reece, who replied two days later:

In determining the amount of the annual contribution to be made to
the Board, regard was had to its needs in relation to the overall finan-
cial position of the State. I see no reason, therefore, why the amount
of $30 000 to be received in royalties from the sale of timber should
be made available to the Board in addition to the amounts which it
will receive by appropriation from its own revenues (Reece 1967).

Si
ﬂo‘nw:ﬂwo”mwm mmwwumu ﬁ_nqo:mngm the objective of securing funds for park
as the revenue was required to be pai i
M.Mwm:mm nm:@v Scenery Preservation At 1915)°. Thus %Mamwoﬁmgmor%ﬂ&
nm:mwa udded, and E.m mnnﬂnmmma fruits of accession to an ER“W o e
e mmnomm and lasting disturbance were never returned. It .E_“E -
very dangerous precedent nevertheless ﬁ.:wm:m. o?MMM_M rwsww
; es o

reserved lands by park boards simi
, ilarly st ist
governments, in a bid to raise sufficient M,MMMM& e e ]

: to manage the res;
A covering letter from Scenery Preservation WMWHM MMMNMMM_ mwmmm.
les

fi d i i i
orwarded with the logging permit had specified the salvage logging b
€

com _mﬁﬂﬁ— _.u. 1 ree m ars Q ﬂm: m.r:wm mwmhuwﬁ was mmﬂmmﬂﬂ& in HTO minis QHHN.M
mu ._”—d e ; an s . b t .

approval given in July 1967 (Simmonds 1975
). When the i i

MW ..MM%MM_MOMQ@@NW@MMMM&. Commissioner Crane gave the MMMMMMMMM Nﬂwﬂw
o mx?..mmmma : pril 1977 Parks Minister Batt indicated to 3 constitu-
e e oMnnn: at the extent of disturbance inside the ark, th
) CSQMMMW from 1969-1972 and aerial and hand me&: o
e en from Sﬁjugw (Batt 1977). However, Zmum:%
sl C.Sm e Service files indicate logging continued c“&_ 1974
Simnmonds ) recommended that: ‘no further logging, clear felli :

et timber salvage work be permitted within the Humhm and >MMMMMM

Newsprint Mills and F issi
e orestry Commission be formally advised of this deci-

Impacts on values

As a consequence of the salvage loggi i ,
Ty , gging, the impacts of road co i
mm&“mommwwn“wnbmw“m“w MmeEmM@ M_Oﬁm Wmmﬁgﬁmmmoﬂg were mMMMM% Nw
d: . . mpacts resulted and the karst and i =
_&Hmﬁm Mﬂ”“mw “MHMMMP including some of the most sensitive wnwh_w Mwﬁ%m
o alheades mrﬁwmﬁm draining the mountains first encountered the
e ! Bm_bn. where cave %q&nmﬁgﬁ Wwas most pronounced.
Tany P owwmﬁm& m_,nmmq caves were discovered as the forests were levelled
o nwcm e SME. e the wmh._w boundary, became for some years Em.
o cm __M Australia. Its exploration was made extremely
enrcons b loas érc :ﬂ,m_mna logging debris that had been bulldozed into
e i ic m.m. ummeted unpredictably down the 50 meir
e shaft whe ever disturbed by the movement of the ropes and mm&m
ole ladder y cavers to n_mmmmnm or ascend (Kiernan 1999). Oth :
p impacts of road construction, logging and fires included Edﬁnww

"
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222 KIERNAN

the patk will be 2 thing of beauty and a joy forever [and that] By this
reservation a typical example of Tasmania’s forest will be retained in
its natural state, in order that generations yet unborn may see for
themselves what virgin Tasmania was like (Parks and Wildlife Service
2000).

" That his vision might not be fulfilled was vigorously resisted. Yet it is the
campaign against drowning of Lake Pedder for hydro-electric development
rather than the overlooked Mt Field revocation controversy that is often
cited as the birth of Tasmanian or even Australian conservation activism
(Pybus 1990). In his analysis of decision-making prior to the Pedder devel-
opment, McKenry (1972) argued that ill-feeling was generated by the fact
that the powerful agency responsible viewed the development as in the best
interests of the state, presented its proposals in such a way as to give a
misleading picture of environmental effects, and misrepresented the value of
Lake Pedder in its natural state, albeit perhaps due to a lack of understanding
of non-technical matters rather than to intentional deception. This implies
that narrow agency values and goals were construed as the only legitimate
ones. But in these respects there are striking parallels in the role played by
the Forestry Commission during the bitter Mt Field revocation debate.

Although much of the motivation for conservationist opposition to the
Mt Field revocation appears to have involved concern over a dangerous
precedent being set, it was not events at Mt Field National Park that set that
precedent: it had already been established seven years earlier when 1214
hectares of Hartz Mountains National Park in far southern Tasmania were
revoked on 7-April 1943 to allow logging (Metcer and Peterson 1986). But
the Hartz precedent was certainly compounded, and some of the principal
actors in the Mt Field drama and some of the tactics they employed were
then recycled into later conservation debates. Pressure for further park revo-
cations included a 1952 recommendation by the Kingborough Council to
the Forestry Commission that timber companies be allowed to cut trees in
certain Scenic reserves which were ‘unlikely to be exploited as tourist attrac-
tions’ (The Mercury, 11 March 1952). A further 405 hectares were revoked
from Hartz Mountains National Park on 12 March 1952; another 283
hectares were revoked on 5 May 1958.

In a November 1976 variation of the tactic employed successfully at Mt
Field, the Tasmanian Parliament, under Premier Reece, revoked yet another
2150 hectares of Hartz Mountains National Park, ostensibly to compensate
the now defunct Australian Paper Manufacturers Ltd for reserving a very
remote corner of its logging concession at Precipitous Bluff (Kieman 1975).
Estimated wood volumes in the two areas and the much greater accessibility
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of the Hartz forests were i
. considered by conservation i
. . Dﬁ
MMWMHM& rmwﬂq n mm.q.o.cﬂ of the company, offering a noBEMMMM,M E w_m
o mn_wwwnwﬁ.m proposition (Harwood 1978). Most if not all the ﬁMmEMMM
mwwmﬁq% mMM_Ewmcm w:._m. karst could not be logged under today’s musﬁ,w Prar
soil and water mana, :
sy gement reasons, and hence would not now
During the 1970s efforts wer i
. e also being made to sec i
M.“Mo:mmﬁ ..M\Bmﬂn cave m.:wn explored in Australia, the 20 Eﬁ”%ﬁ““ﬁdcw o.m
K MMM _”E.::M HMEQ. in southern Tasmania, but again strong om.mmm e
Mo e Mun?b M mwrw: .ﬁmwﬂ& Commission who were @mmwmnnam to omHMM
‘ ight be required ‘for essential
e on : purposes, such
mcﬂ :an mmdmn of Exit Cave was eventually reserved in Mn%\u @cmwcmmomm o
pound M qunn not adopted until after the majority report wm the L o
msmhwnm MM . MM?%B .moh..omm ﬂo:,._n.:mmhon of Inquiry (Helsham et al mMMMM-
e E&m wro.n d Em.ﬁﬁ.@m .m_.mﬁmnm:.nmlozm. of only four small m,w.m )
L mm Ew Mﬁw rigid criteria adopted by the Inquiry. Even then m” v
ng battle before the progressi i . sy
mﬁomm e e i T w%mmmw.m@uwm destruction of the cave by a lime-
vents at Mt Field influenced other
. : . types of Tasmanian i
MM:MM” 6&:&5@ Lake Pedder. The Premier of the day was I m_QWMM Q.qmﬁMﬂ
mzmo_.\w.:wﬂmmﬂ for 301.8 had chaired the Parliamentary nm:.E&MMm Mgo
Zm&onw dmhﬂ nmdMnmwom of the Florentine forests from the zﬂm me
; and who as State Treasurer had deni i
and 2 nied th
WmMM.MmmgwmnM%&umm it E&oﬁumﬁm from salvage logging. ﬂSﬁM MMMMM%M_ i vaw..w
cations o~U Qw&omuam:.ﬁ in the Serpentine Valley area first stirred :HW:T
e remies Reece’s acknowledgment merely that there would b mu .
me “:_Mwuo: of H&ﬁ.w Pedder National Park (McKenry 1972) faintly MM%BM
nocuous terminology employed in the Nu# s
. nology ational Park ,
W\&@m . w.& 1949 g&.nr mdicated its purpose was Emn&m%ﬁo amwz.ﬁ&% e
oomm w:‘mmm nm v\: Field National Park. When conservationists OUSWMMQ I o
Ewua oHoE _nwcnm that moo@a.m of Lake Pedder National Park was ﬁ:_EMWP__
ad %& wMMM to seek an injunction, Reece appointed himself >«85M
pen m,_u_ : wmoawmw Hm.uﬂima the tile ‘Doubts Removal’ from th 4
e ill into new _wmmﬁmno: to retrospectively legalise the floodin m.m .??
iy ospective Hnmammzon was enacted in 1981 to validate floodin Mm MBM_:E
ountain-Lake St Clair National Park by the Pieman Ri = oo
- ver Power Devel-
In responding to claims for the protection of natural areas, some forestry

4 . . .
wm MMMMMWSWB@MBB Qmﬁ_dmcmﬁ is always the loser. The history of Mt Field
ark shows this assertion is unsustainable. Over 5500 hectares of
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