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When countries align with
dictatorships and
totalitarian regimes, they
compromise the basic
democratic principles of
their foundation - namely,
life, rights, freedoms and

now health!
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The Aligned Council of Australia (ACA) thanks the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties for
the opportunity to provide feedback on the World Health Organization’s 2024 International

Health Regulations.

The Aligned Council of Australia

1. ACA is a grassroots, not-for-profit, community advocacy organisation that began
in March 2024.

2. Since March 2024, the ACA has brought together 40 member groups with a combined

membership of over 1.87 million Australians.

3. Our Mission is to help inform Australians and educate our politicians about the United
Nations and World Health Organisation (WHO) pandemic treaties (of which the 2024

IHR amendments are one) in order for Australia to reject them and exit the WHO.
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Our Vision is to remain sovereign in every respect: from our individual sovereignty to
the sovereign nation of Australia. To retain and promote freedom of choice and
freedom of speech. To stand together in numbers to ensure the WHO pandemic
treaties are rejected, and Australia exits the WHO, for the good of Australia and
Australians. To empower every Australian with accurate information, unite

communities and the desire to make Australia great again.

Our Values are to inspire hope and trust for ACA Core Members, ACA Aligned Group
Member Organisations, Individual Members and the people of Australia. We do this by

holding the following Core Values:

5.1.  Integrity — Acting ethically and transparently in all ACA business dealings,

prioritising the greater good of Australia and Australians over personal gain.

5.2. Sovereignty — Promoting and empowering sovereignty and freedoms from

the level of the individual to the sovereign nation of Australia.

5.3. Empowerment — ACA empowers Australians by providing accurate
information, raising awareness of the WHO Pandemic Treaties, fostering
understanding of why the WHO Pandemic Treaties must be rejected and
Australia must exit the WHO.

5.4. Collaboration — ACA Core, ACA Member Organisations and ACA Members
work willingly and actively towards ACA's Mission and Vision and in so doing

unite everyday Australians.

We would like the opportunity to appear and be heard on these submissions as we
consider we have significant insight and knowledge into what is proposed by the 2024

IHRs including their likely impact for Australia.

Further, we extend the opportunity for the JSCT Committee to hear from Dr David Bell
who has also offered his time to attend and appear before you. Dr Bell is an Australian
public health physician and biotech consultant in global health. Dr Bell is a former
medical officer and scientist at the WHO, Programme Head for malaria and febrile

diseases at the Foundation for Innovative New Diagnostics (FIND) in Geneva,
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10.

11.

Switzerland, and Director of Global Health Technologies at Intellectual Ventures Global
Good Fund in Bellevue, WA, USA. He is an ideal person to hear from given his
personal expertise and experience, which he can assist with from an Australian public

health perspective.

Since March, the ACA has led, promoted, held and hosted numerous campaigns
including assisting with resources to inform the public and educate our politicians
about the WHO Pandemic Treaties, we have included a sample of those in Schedule

1-3 of these submissions.

In May 2024, the ACA hosted an Australia wide action week. That action week saw:
9.1.  Australians patriotically lift the flag in solidarity

9.2. 1 million flyers delivered throughout Australia (see Schedule 1)

9.3. Billboards were hoisted in all the major centres (see Schedule 2)

9.4. Thousands of letters and emails were sent directly to the and other MPs and
Senators raising significant and real concerns about the Pandemic Treaties

9.5. A Press Conference of internationally renowned experts in law, health, public

health policy and global international organisations including information

webinars (see Schedule 3)

All of our collective efforts resulted in 14 Australian Senators and Members of

Parliament writing to Prime Minister Albanese on 14 May 2024 calling on him to reject
the WHO Pandemic Treaties at the 77th World Health Assembly.

Many share our concerns with:

11.1. 55,697 Australians signing a government petition in June 2023 that Australia

reject amendments to the 77th WHA/WHO International Health Regulations;

11.2.  Both Senator Malcolm Roberts and MP Sophia Moermond signing a letter
alongside other politicians of other countries calling upon governments to

postpone or reject the WHO pandemic treaty changes;
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12.

13.

14.

14.1.

14.2.

14.3.

11.3. Nearly 15,000 Australians signing up to a letter to MP Butler following his
purported appearance on behalf of the Australia at the 77th World Health
Assembly;

11.4. Just this week, the United States issued an executive order to withdraw from

the WHO, which means the withdrawal of $500 million in contributions from

the US to the WHO annually.

We have also assisted Ausrtalian’s to understand the changes and the ramifications.
We would be very concerned that JSCT ignored Australian’s responses where they
resembled repeats or like minded responses. As this in no way dilutes real and
legitimate concerns. Where Australians have got in touch with you and made the effort

to make their voices heard, it is your duty and obligation to heat them!

Overview

The ACA strenuously opposes the amendments to the 2005 International Health

Regqulations (2024 IHRs) and says that there should be less regulation around public
health as the standards of health have improved greatly since when the International
Health Regulations were first proposed, and naturally occurring pandemics are getting

fewer.

We are also concerned that the 2024 IHRs and the WHO are not being used for the
original and intended purpose and are concerned that many of the areas of the 2024

IHRs are to gain more and greater control over people globally.

In the 2024 IHR amendments we can see a number of key areas for concern:
14.3.1.  Choice - the right to make choices for us and our family

14.3.2.  Censorship — the right to be able to speak freely and receive information

14.3.3.  Surveillance — in the form of tracking and tracing
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14.4.

15.

15.1.

15.2.

15.3.

15.4.

15.5.

15.6.

14.3.4.  Control — countries will have to implement the changes into their domestic

legislation
14.3.5.  Cost - costing Australia millions — both financial and social

We deal with each under their own headings below.

Choice - Maintain my right to choose what is right for me and my family

Many of the amendments refer to ‘equitable access’ to pandemic related products. Yet
what does equitable access look like and does that mean we will all be forced to take or
receive a prophylactic, vaccine or wear masks? Article 13, 2024 IHRs.

Who will get to decide what equitable access means? We have concerns that those
products the WHO recommends may be as a consequence of the strings attached to
large financial support the WHO receives from public, private partnerships.

How can our individual human rights sit beside equity and solidarity? The additions in
Article 3.1 to promote ‘equity and solidarity’, concerns us. Equity means ‘the quality of
being fair and impartial’; Solidarity means ‘unity or agreement of feeling or action,
especially among individuals with a common interest; mutual support within a group.”’

What is suggested by the inclusion of these words is that decision-makers will treat
humanity as one mass organism. How can this consistently sit beside the “full respect for
the dignity, human rights and fundamental freedoms of persons” in Article 3 and clearly
relates to ‘relevant health products’? Articles 3 and 13 2024 IHRs.

The principle of informed consent and the right to access safe and effective medical
products cannot be denied, nor can the right to not be subjected to medical or scientific
experimentation without free consent, which is inconsistent with Article 7 of the ICCPR.
Articles 1, 3, 13 2024 IHRs.

We are concerned about the new definition of relevant health products, which:

“means those health products needed to respond to public health emergencies of
international concern, including pandemic emergencies, which may include
medicines, vaccines, diagnostics, medical devices, vector control products,
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16.

16.1.

16.2.

16.3.

16.4.

16.5.

personal protective equipment, decontamination products, assistive products,
antidotes, cell- and gene-based therapies, and other health technologies;”

This definition only lists products produced by pharmaceutical companies, many which
are likely in cohorts with private-public partnerships with the WHO. The definition fails to
list vitamins, minerals, herbs or lifestyle recommendations. This is a concern where “the
WHO shall facilitate, and work to remove barriers to, timely and equitable access by
States Parties to relevant health products after the determination of and during a public
health emergency of international concern, including a pandemic emergency, based on
public health risks and needs.” Articles 1 and 13 2024 IHRs.

The Infodemic of Mis and Disinformation must be responded to with Censorship

The 2024 IHRs outlines that countries censor their citizens by “addressing mis and
disinformation”. This will be extended to censoring scientific debate. Annex 1, 2024
IHRs.

We have already seen attempts just last year by the Australian government to introduce
the Communications Legislation Amendment (Combating Misinformation and

Disinformation) Bill 2024 (MAD Bill), which specifically identified in a power against

online censorship to be granted to tech companies where criticism was levelled towards
public health including public health measures (s14(b)).

Fortunately, and for the sake of our right to speak freely, this Bill failed to pass and was
binned by the Labour party after fierce pressure from Australians. Australians do not

consent to being censored in any way.

The WHO will also control and censor scientific debate through its research and
development. Article 11 2024 IHRs.

But the WHO’s reach on censorship is not to just silence the citizenry, it will be the ‘one
source of truth’ by being the organisation that collects and then decides what it will
share. All information should be available for the benefit of humanity. Article 11 2024
IHRs.
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16.6.

16.7.

17.

17.1.

17.2.

17.3.

Anything that proposes to censor people, information and scientific debate is inconsistent
with the recommendations of the WHO’s parental organisation the United Nations. In the
United Nations’ own Report the Special Rapporteur on Freedom and Expression
highlighted areas of concern during the Covid-19 pandemic, showing that access to
information, independent media and other free expression rights are critical to meeting
the challenges of pandemic. April 2020 Report of th ial R rteur on th

promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression.

More recently, the acknowledgement by META of the pressure it received from the US

government to censor anyone discussing adverse reactions they had suffered from the
Covid-19 vaccines - information that we should all have a right to hear, especially when
government’s only mantras were that the products were ‘safe and effective’.

Surveillance of everything

If Australia does not reject the 2024 IHRs by 19 July 2025, then by 19 September
2025 Australia will be required to:

“develop, strengthen and maintain core capacities . . . in relation to . . .

surveillance.” (Annex 1, A.2.c.(i)).
The “surveillance” requirement is partially defined in Article 5 2024 IHRs.
Surveillance will come in many forms:
17.3.1.  Testing of flora and fauna alongside humans in the name of One Health
17.3.2.  Sharing of Australian’ personal and individual medical information

17.3.3.  Testing for, identifying and providing microbial, genomic sequencing data

and/or genetic material and samples
17.3.4.  Vaccine passports

17.3.5. Online surveillance and other covert measures not made known to the

public
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17.4.

17.5.

17.6.

17.7.

17.8.

17.9.

As to tracking of individuals - surveillance will likely take the form and use of Digital
IDs. Digital identification systems are anticipated to lead to increased surveillance,
eroding civil liberties and creating opportunities for state surveillance. Michael

Shellenberger, journalist, called recent shifts around online censorship with the under

16 social media ban:

“a Trojan horse to create digital IDs,” which he argues is a “giant leap into the

totalitarian dystopia depicted in ‘Black Mirror,” already in place in China.”

We are concerned that this additional surveillance and tracking through digital
identification goes against our right to freedom of movement and people’s right to

privacy.

The Australian government can not agree to give away our personal medical
information of Australians or allow the WHO to conduct surveillance over its people.
Article 5 Surveillance, Annex 1 (Part A) and Article 11 Exchange of information 2024
IHRs.

The Australian government cannot agree to provide the WHO Australians’ microbial,
genomic sequencing data and/or genetic material and samples from Australians.
Articles 6 Notification and Annex 1 (Part A) 2024 IHRs.

We are concerned about the Surveillance that is proposed. A global digital
identification system of health certificates or vaccine passports as a condition for
travelling across borders is inconsistent with the internationally respected human
rights of health, freedom of movement, and the International Rights Australia has
signed up to. Articles 5, 18, 23, 31, 35, 36 2024 IHRs. This is clearly intended to work

on an global health certificate network which was already well advanced during
Covid-19 era.

The restriction on travel and implementation of vaccine passes is not ethical and will
lead to discrimination. Articles 18, 23, 31, 35, 36 2024 IHRs.
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17.10.

17.11.

18.

18.1.

18.2.

18.3.

18.4.

Proposing the universal implementation of health/vaccine passports will be a burden
and raises ethical and discrimination-related concerns as well as cost. Articles 23, 35,
36, and 37 2024 IHRs.

We spoke with Dr David Bell a couple of weeks ago and he shares our concern with
the surveillance that is proposed and the consequential costs, which have not been

considered. See Schedule 3.

Control

The 2024 IHR amendments will see a greater amount of control granted to the WHO in
laring _emergenci h that they run the very real risk of leading t rpetual
pandemics and emergencies by an unelected organisation led by unelected officials.

Are the amendments even necessary? Two peer-reviewed studies, recently published
by the University of Leeds, confirms that:

18.2.1. the risk of naturally occurring pandemics is low;

18.2.2. Covid-19 is an outlier, likely because of its questionable origin; and

18.2.3. the proposed pandemic treaty changes (including the 2024 IHRs) will cost

Australians billions of dollars, drawing valuable money and resources from
Australians in real need.

The WHO can not even be trusted to follow its own rules now, so how can we expect it to
comply with the new ones it is making? The 2024 IHR amendments were due for
delivery 4 months before May 2024 (by January 2024). They were not supplied in
accordance with WHO Decision WHA75(9) and Article 55 IHRs. So how can the WHO
be trusted to follow any of the rules that relate to its new powers it is establishing for
itself?

The WHO is already a law unto its own, whereby we, as citizens of Australia, have no
recourse to the WHO. It goes against our inherent constitution that the WHO has any say
in Australia. Sovereignty means the authority of a state to govern itself (or another state).

Aligned Council of Australia’s Feedback on 2024 International Health Regulations - 23 January 2025

10



Amendments to the International Health Regulations
Submission 274

The 2024 IHR amendments do raise concerns with respect to Member States ceding
sovereignty to the WHO, namely:

18.4.1.  With the removal of key consultative steps with the State Party when an ‘event’
occurs, Articles 1, 12, 42 and 43 2024 IHRs.

18.4.2. The obligation for State Parties to accept or justify rejecting WHO’s offer of
assistance underlines Member State sovereignty. Article 13.3 2024 IHRs.

18.4.3.  The requirement for Australia to establish an entity that is responsible for the
overall implementation of the Regulations (not only the health measures) is a
matter of sovereignty. Article 4 2024 |HRs.

— The amendment requiring on-site assessments. Article 13.4 and 5 2024
IHRs.

18.5. The amendments go beyond what the WHO is entitled to do, Article 21 of the WHO
Constitution limits the Health Assembly’s authority to only adopt regulations concerning:

“a) sanitary and quarantine requirements and other procedures designed to
prevent the international spread of disease;

(b) nomenclatures with respect to diseases, causes of death and public health
practices;

(c) standards with respect to diagnostic procedures for international use;

(d) standards with respect to the safety, purity and potency of biological,
pharmaceutical and similar products moving in international commerce;

(e) advertising and labelling of biological, pharmaceutical and similar products
moving in international commerce.

18.6. The WHO is identifying new roles and groups that we will have to engage or use. These
roles are not elected. e.g., the expansion of the National IHR Focal Point and
introduction of a National Competent Authority responsible for the implementation of the
Regulations. Article 4 2024 IHRs.

19. Cost

Aligned Council of Australia’s Feedback on 2024 International Health Regulations - 23 January 2025

11



Amendments to the International Health Regulations
Submission 274

19.1.

19.2.

19.3.

19.4.

19.5.

19.6.

We are concerned about the costs both financial and social that have arisen from the
Covid-19 era - from many recommendations made by the WHO and followed by

Australian federal and state governments.

In response to the huge spend during Covid era, fiscal easing resulted in the inflation
Australians are all living under today. Yet, during a cost of living crisis, in September
2023 Australia voluntarily gave the WHO $100 million. This is in addition to the on top
of Australia’s assessed contribution to the WHO of $75 million for 2022-2027. What is

this money buying us as a nation and how much more will we be expected to give.

Relevantly, the WHO will have the power to determine whether Australia should give
money to developing nations. Article 44A 2024 IHRs. A peer reviewed paper from the
University of Leeds outlines the proposed pandemic treaty changes will cost
Australians billions of dollars, drawing valuable money and resources from

Australians in real need.

There has been no review or commission of inquiry about the social costs of Covid-19
public health responses but we certainly know that our children’s education has been
affected, elderly are scared and still wear masks, and the social division caused by

vaccine mandates created medical apartheid.

The public health response of the last 4 years was able to be conducted under the
2005 International Health Regulations, which are currently binding on Australia.
Those 2005 IHRs allowed the WHO to make recommendations only. Australia
voluntarily cooperated with the recommendations of the WHO. Australia does not
need a version of the regulations which further empowers an organisation that

Australians have no right of recourse against.

No time has been taken or inquiry completed to assess Australia’s response to the
international public health emergency. Therefore, there has been no time to review or
make findings of what we got right and what we could improve upon. An outcome
from an inquiry is required before we run headlong into a set of regulations that will
only strengthen the WHO'’s power to make decisions with respect to health

emergencies of international concern.
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20. Conclusion

Thank you for considering these concerns. We strongly urge you to report to the
government that the 2024 IHRs should be expressly rejected before 19 July 2025,

otherwise silence is deemed acceptance.

Thank you for your time and review of these submissions.

On behalf of the ACA
Katie Ashby-Koppens

Lawyer, NSW
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Schedule 1 - May 2024 Flyer

ALIGNED COUNCIL
www.alignedcouncilofaustralia.com.au

; Force you into lockdowns

> Restrict your travel

>\ Demand medical examinations

)\ Order mandatory vaccinations...
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An unprecedented power grab is
underway, and our political leaders are
eager to let it happen.

The World Health Organisation (W.H.O.), health agency for
the United Nations, is currently drafting two treaties that
will dictate how Australia must prepare for, and respond

to, future pandemics.

These treaties will empower the W.H.O. to demand
measures such as lockdowns, travel restrictions and
vaccine mandates. Once an order has been issued,
Australia will be expected to comply.

They also come with enourmous financial obligations.
Australian taxpayers will have to shell out billions of
dollars every year to be told what to do by unelected
bureaucrats overseas.

Our healthcare policies should be made in Australia, by
Australians - especially in times of crisis. If you agree,
please join us in resisting this extraordinary power grab.

YOU CAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE!

THE W.H.0. PANDEMIC TREATIES ARE DUE TO
=g BE VOTED ON BY OUR GOVERNMENT AT THE
E E END OF MAY 2024.

SCAN THE QR CODE TO JOIN 1.3 MILLION+
AUSTRALIANS WHO ARE FIGHTING FOR THE
INTEGRITY OF OUR HEALTHCARE SYSTEM.

I
=
[=]
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Schedule 2 - May 2024 Billboards

: :"“: i
YOU CAN’T VOTE OUT THE W.H.O. EEaEyman

Reject the W.H.0.'s new Pandemic Treaties

W.ALIGNEDCOUNCILOFAUSTRALIA.COM

PENNY WONG: Reject the W.H.0. s new Pandemic Treaties JENSEINTRIIE

VW . ALIGNEDCOUNCILOFAUSTRALIA.COM
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s

MARK BUTLER: Reject the W.H.O,’s new!’-‘andemic Treaties NN RETITA

W ALIGNEDCOL c JFAUSTRALIA

Reject the
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Schedule 3

In May of 2024, the Aligned Council of Australia hosted an International Press Conference
with esteemed speakers Dr David Bell (former WHO scientist), Professor Augusto
Zimmermann, Professor lan Brighthope and Emeritus Professor Ramesh Thakur (Assistant
Secretary-General of the United Nations and as Senior Vice Rector of the United Nations
University) to discuss their concerns with the WHO Pandemic Treaties including the 2024
IHRs.

e rce

MELBOURNE

Doctor Professor Professor Professor
David Bell Augusto Zimmermann lan Brighthope Ramesh Thakur

@ ~ALIGNED COUNCIL /
R — WWW . ALIGNEDCOUNCILOFAUSTRALIA.COM.AU

https://vimeo.com/943458925/31ac6ebe30
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In June 2024, after the 2024 IHRs were voted, we met with Professor lan Brighthope,

Charles Kovess and journalist James Roguski to speak about the impacts of the 2024 IHRs.

THURSDAY 27 JUNE

Unpacking the IHRs and Pandemic Treaty

ALIGNED COUNCIL

https://vimeo.com/970225468

In January 2025, we had Dr David Bell and Deb Yuille join us to discuss the opportunity to

give feedback to JSCT on the 2024 IHRs and why it is so important to exercise your voice

RESHAPING

GLOBAL HEALTH

In Conversation with Dr David Bell and Debra Yuille
hosted by Katrina Lane

Join:usto understand
whatthe'lHR

Amendments mean f =
your rights and the rights
of Australia. 2

Video link
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The Committee also received an additional 77 examples of Alighed Council
of Australia bulk campaign submissions, however these individuals
requested that their name be withheld.





