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Response to the Inquiry into Regional Development and Decentralisation

Bundaberg Regional Council is pleased to provide a submission to the Inquiry into Regional
Development and Decentralisation currently being undertaken by the Regional
Development and Decentralisation Committee. Council is generally in favour of
decentralisation of Federal Government agencies and services given they align with
recognized industry clusters in the destination region, which provides strong incentive to
grow local economies and provide positive employment outcomes.

The Bundaberg Region has established business and industry strengths — including a
traditional agricultural base and value adding manufacturing sector — that provide the region
with comparative advantage and provide an ideal platform for innovation and export-oriented
growth. Conversely, the Region also suffers from a comparatively high degree of
disadvantage due to high levels of unemployment and under-utilised infrastructure and
capacity in existing assets such as the Port of Bundaberg. Regional development initiatives
such as cluster development, driven by joint planning and investment by both government
and industry, are key to improving the economic conditions in Bundaberg and increasing
employment and standard of living.

Best Practice in Regional Development

In recent decades, innovation-related initiatives have comprised the centre of regional and
local development efforts in Australia, featuring initiatives such as the upgrading of university
research infrastructure, the promotion of systematic and professionalized university-industry
technology transfer, the fostering of start-ups, and the development of research and
innovation-based industrial clusters.

Local and state governments justify their involvement as facilitators of the technology-
transfer process on the basis that their priorities lie in the development of innovations to be
developed commercially, transactions that will ultimately enhance the local economy. It
follows that local and state governments have a greater capacity to tailor programs to local
conditions. In the development of technology pioneering firms, local and state support has
played a key role in pooling multiple external public and private funding sources, including
federal funds and venture capital, and directing them to private firms.
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