Amendments to the International Health Regulations
Submission 267

From: CitizenGO

To: Committee, Treaties (REPS)

Subject: Protect Australia’s Sovereignty: Reject WHO Overreach
Date: Saturday, 1 February 2025 8:42:00 AM

To the Members of the Australian Parliament’s Joint Standing Committee on
Treaties,

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed amendments to the
International Health Regulations (IHR) being considered for ratification. These
amendments pose a grave threat to Australia’s sovereignty, personal freedoms, and our
capacity to make independent health decisions that reflect our national needs and values.

I urge the Committee to recommend that the Australian Parliament reject these
amendments. The reasons for this demand are as follows:

1. Loss of National Sovereignty: Ratifying the amendments would transfer significant
decision-making power over Australia’s public health policies to the World Health
Organization (WHO). Unelected international officials would gain authority over
critical matters impacting the health and freedoms of Australians. This is an
unacceptable infringement on our national independence.

2. Potential for Abuse of Power: The amendments would grant the WHO Director-
General broad powers to declare public health emergencies, even on vague or
emerging threats, with binding authority over member states. Centralising such
power, without sufficient checks and balances, creates significant potential for
misuse and politically motivated overreach.

3. Mandatory Health Measures: These amendments could enforce mandatory health
directives, including lockdowns, vaccinations, and travel restrictions, with no
recourse or public accountability. Australians must retain the right to make informed
decisions about their health, free from coercion by international mandates.

4. Lack of Transparency and Public Consultation: Negotiations around these
amendments have been conducted with minimal public engagement and
transparency. Such sweeping changes demand robust democratic debate and public
scrutiny, not closed-door agreements.

5. Threats to Privacy and Free Speech: Provisions for digital health certificates
could pave the way for global health surveillance systems, raising serious concerns
about privacy rights, data security, and potential restrictions on free speech under the
guise of controlling “misinformation.”

For these reasons, I respectfully but firmly request that the Committee recommend against
the ratification of these amendments. Decisions that directly impact the health and freedom
of Australians must be made by our elected representatives, who are accountable to the
people—not by international bodies operating beyond our democratic control.

Please stand with the Australian people in defending our national sovereignty,
personal freedoms, and democratic values by rejecting these amendments.

Sincerely,
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