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4	  Extreme heat can result in operational failure but in this report and associated dataset we focus on structural damage to property only.

This first-ever, forward-looking physical 

climate risk analysis of tropical cyclone wind 

on all Australian properties shows if cyclones 

continue to move southward over time, then 

the risks will substantially grow.

The definitions for each of these hazards can 

be found in the glossary and methodology 

can be found in Appendix 2.

It should be emphasised that our analysis is based 

on climate risks to buildings. In some ways, 

this provides a proxy for areas that are more at 

risk than others, but it does not fully reflect the 

risks of climate change to our own health and 

wellbeing, ecosystems, and other parts of our 

society and economy, nor does it account for 

people with existing vulnerabilities. For example, 

whilst extreme heat has killed more Australians 

than all other hazards combined (Coates et al. 

2014; Coates et al. 2022), extreme heat does not 

significantly affect the structural integrity of 

buildings.4 Likewise, although declining rainfall 

in some parts of Australia will significantly 

affect agricultural yields and ecosystems, this 

is expected to have a marginal impact on the 

structural integrity of buildings.

Image 6: In future, we can expect more intense and destructive tropical cyclones.
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