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5.  Hansard, RRA & T 99-100 

Senator Back asked: 
 
Senator BACK—Sure. One of the frustrations that has come through today from people who are 
or have been members of the committee is their inability to get sufficient information that they 
can report back to their communities. The charge placed, I suppose, upon yourselves is an 
inability or unwillingness to table various reports which would help them in (a) understanding 
and (b) reporting back. For example, an environmental assessment was undertaken in the 
environs of Perth airport. Is it the case, and perhaps Mr Owen could answer this, that such an 
environmental assessment was undertaken and a report produced but that it is not available to 
that committee or to the wider community? 
Mr Russell—Before Mr Owen answers that question, I might say that it has always been our 
intention to release this report. We have taken the opportunity to review 12 months of  
operation of the new air route changes in order to take into effect the seasonal variations in 
terms of which air route is used on what occasions, and our aim is to have that information 
completed and released very shortly—all of it. 
Senator BACK—So we would expect to see that perhaps this financial year? 
Mr Russell—I would hope within the next week. 

 
 

6.  Hansard, RRA & T 100 

Senator Back asked: 
 
Senator BACK—The second report that has been the subject of some contention is the safety 
audit, presumably conducted by CASA. That report is available to you but not to the committee. 
Is that correct? 
Mr Russell—It was the subject of some freedom of information requests that were made, as we 
understood, to CASA last year. I think this issue has come up at Senate estimates hearings in 
recent times. There was a review by CASA of our terminal control unit operations here in Perth 
in 2003, and in addition to that we have a regular reporting system where every day we review 
safety incidents that occur in Australian airspace. Taking that report and the safety information 
that had come to our attention at around the same time, in the period of 2003 to 2004, we 
determined that there was a need for us to change the airspace. I understood that you already 
had some of that information in terms of the CASA audit, but I am happy to find you more 
information if that is what you would like me to do. 
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7.  Hansard, RRA & T 106-107 

Senator Back asked: 
 
Senator O’BRIEN—We had evidence at the commencement today from John Macpherson, who 
was on the PANMCC. His submission is a private submission; it is not one from the department. 
He said in the context of WARRP: 
The second issue with the effectiveness of the strategy was that the nature of the information 
provided on the ASA website describing the proposed flight path changes was too obscure and 
technical to be of use to persons other than aviation experts. I visited the website several times 
in response to circular emails advising that the site had been updated. However, I found that the 
information provided at that time consisted of a ‘spaghetti’ of flight paths with cryptic 
descriptive notes, overlaid on a map that did not show landmarks that would have enabled 
potential noise-affected areas to be identified. 
Can this committee get copies of that material so we can understand what— 
Mr Russell—The material that was put on our website? 
Senator O’BRIEN—Yes. 
Mr Russell—Yes, indeed. 
Senator O’BRIEN—I would appreciate that so that we can understand the submission and how 
people reacted to it in the context of the information. 
Mr Russell—Sure. We are happy to do that. 
Senator O’BRIEN—In response to a question I asked Mr Macpherson he said he did not and as 
far as he is aware no other member of the PANMCC sought additional information about those 
maps, if I can call them that. Could you provide on notice advice as to whether that is true or not. 
Mr Russell—I will take it on notice, but we do understand that there were emails and 
communication sent out during this period of the planning stages of the WARRP. To my 
understanding, we did not receive a whole lot of questions and feedback. Frankly, we expected 
them but we did not get them from the representatives on that committee. The problem from 
our viewpoint was that we assumed that no questions meant that people understood it. I think 
that was a mistake, quite frankly. I know in this organisation quite often I have to ask people to 
explain in plain English. I suspect that that was part of this issue. We will make that information 
available. 
Senator O’BRIEN—So you have records that will show the nature of at least what the email 
conversation was about— 
Mr Russell—In terms of the lead up towards? 
Senator O’BRIEN—Yes. 
Mr Russell—I am sure we can provide the emails and the website material. 
 
 

8.  Hansard, RRA & T 108 

Senator Back asked: 
 
CHAIR—How many—and I do not know the technical term—airspace reviews or route reviews 
at airports has Airservices Australia overseen? 
Mr Owen—In terms of airspace reviews— 
CHAIR—In a similar vein as Perth. I just want a rough number. You can take it on notice. 
Mr Russell—Maybe we will. It does not happen regularly and it does not happen always quite 
on the scale of Perth, but there are changes that occur every few months or so. I am happy to 
take that on board and come back to you. 
 



8 
 

9.  Hansard, RRA & T 112-113 

Senator Back asked: 
 
Senator SIEWERT—Can I ask one question about Jandakot? I am sure Senator Adams is going 
to go where I was just about to go with the monitoring. On Jandakot, we have had some 
evidence today that suggests that there is potential for a significant increase in noise at Jandakot 
in terms of bigger aircraft coming in, the landing strip has been upgraded to take heavier planes, 
et cetera. Have you been looking into that? What process has been undertaken in looking at that 
potential increase in noise in Jandakot? 
Mr Russell—We are not aware of any larger aircraft operating into Jandakot over and above 
the volumes of light aeroplanes that operate in there at the moment. 
Senator ADAMS—A 737 landing in there? 
Senator SIEWERT—We had a report today that a 737 has landed there and the airport has 
been upgraded. 
Mr Russell—I heard of that myself only this afternoon and it is something we will have a look 
at. 
Senator SIEWERT—Could you take that on notice for us? 
Mr Russell—It is not a regular movement of a jet aircraft into Jandakot so, yes, I will take that 
on notice. 

Senator SIEWERT—The concern of the community is that the strip has already been upgraded. 
Mr Russell—I do not know all the details but I will take it on notice. 
 
 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































