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QoN Number: 03 

 
Subject: Data on Visa Grants by Education Provider  
 
Asked by: Senator the Hon Sarah Henderson  
 
Question:  
 
Senator Henderson - What can you tell us about the visa approvals and the 
reduction in student visa approvals over the last two years? Can you provide that 
detail? 
Ms Tara Cavanagh - We can give you data on the number of visa grants over the 
past few years, if that would help? 
Senator Henderson – Could we have the most recent data as well, please? 
Ms Tara Cavanagh – Certainly. 
[…] 
Senator Henderson - Could you please provide a breakdown for each higher 
education provider - each university - as to the grants for each provider?  
Ms Tara Cavanagh – I note that that question was in the letter that was sent to the 
department at lunchtime today. For us to report on the number of visas to each 
provider is quite a detailed process, noting that there are, I think 1800 providers. It’s 
not been possible to do that in the time available today, but we are very happy to 
take that on notice and see what we can do 
 
Answer: 
 
Information at the education provider level is commercial in confidence. 
 
Statement  
 

The Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs claims public interest 
immunity in respect of information at the provider level, based on the 
commercial harm that would be caused if this information was released. 
 
The release of information at the individual provider level and their visa 
outcomes would cause competitive disadvantage to providers or relative 
advantage to other providers.  Information relating to visa refusals, grants, or 
grant rates at the provider level have been observed to affect agents or 



prospective students’ intentions to apply at a particular provider, which has a 
direct consequence on commercial outcomes.  This shift in behaviour may 
also reflect a misunderstanding of the quality of education on offer to students 
and may lead to unintended impacts on the Student visa program as a whole, 
should students use this information to target particular providers.  This sort of 
targeting would also impact their evidence level score in the Simplified 
Student Visa Framework. 
 
It would be open to the Committee to seek in camera evidence from the 
Department on these matters.  

 
Visa grant numbers by sector, split by location to 30 June 2024 are below.  
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QoN Number:  04 

 
Subject: Data on Visa Grants for the 41 Universities 
 
Asked by: Senator the Hon Sarah Henderson  
 
Question:  
 
Senator Henderson - What about the visas issued to the 41 universities?  
Mr Damien Kilner - We don’t have a break down here… 
Senator Henderson - You don’t have any breakdown? 
Mr Damien Kilner - Not by provider, only by sector, but we can certainly take that on 
notice. 
 
Answer: 
 
Information at the education provider level is commercial in confidence.   
 
Statement  
 

The Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs claims public interest 
immunity in respect of information at the provider level, based on the 
commercial harm that would be caused if this information was released. 
 
The release of information at the individual provider level and their visa 
outcomes would cause competitive disadvantage to providers or relative 
advantage to other providers.  Information relating to visa refusals, grants, or 
grant rates at the provider level have been observed to affect agents or 
prospective students’ intentions to apply at a particular provider, which has a 
direct consequence on commercial outcomes.  This shift in behaviour may 
also reflect a misunderstanding of the quality of education on offer to students 
and may lead to unintended impacts on the Student visa program as a whole, 
should students use this information to target particular providers.  This sort of 
targeting would also impact their evidence level score in the Simplified 
Student Visa Framework. 
 
It would be open to the Committee to seek in camera evidence from the 
Department on these matters.  



 
Visa grant numbers by sector, split by location to 30 June 2024 are below.  
 

 
 
 

                      
              

           

             

           
           

           
                

               

                 
          

             

           
           

           
                

               

           


