1 April 2012

The Inquiry into the Marriage Equality Amendment Bill 2010
The Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee

PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Sir/Madam

I write in support of the current definition of natural marriage, as between one man and one
woman to the exclusion of all others.

Marriage defines the right of one man and one woman to marry, then to have children in a
manner that protects the inalienable right of children to know and be raised by their biological
mother and father. Marriage further protects the right of children to know their brothers, sisters,
grandparents and ancestors and medical history.

Moves by Federal Parliament to create “gay marriage” are outside its constitutional legislative
powers. There can be no doubt that the essential meaning of marriage when the constitution was
drafted, and the ordinary meaning of the concept of marriage today, is that it comprises one man
and one woman. High Court dicta suggest that any attempt to legislate “gay marriage” would be
struck down for falling outside the ambit of s 51(xxi).! The Parliament therefore has no capacity
to legislate “gay marriage” without obtaining the consent of a majority of voters in a majority of
states via a referendum under section 128 to amend the constitution in order to acquire such
legislative power.

Furthermore, Parliament has no mandate to create “gay marriage”. With the exception of Adam
Bandt and his Greens colleagues, all Coalition? and Labor® MPs were returned at the 2010 and
2007 elections on a platform that included explicit opposition to the oxymoronic concept of “gay
marriage”. It would be contemptuous of the Australian people in the extreme for the Parliament
to again defy the will of the electors to create “gay marriage” in the same manner it disregarded
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the democratically-expressed will of the people in relation to the carbon tax,* the private health
insurance rebate,® and voluntary student unionism.®

Even if the Federal Parliament had the requisite legislative power, “gay marriage” would be
corrosive to a culture of strong families where children have the best possible chance to be reared
successfully by their biological mother and father. It would fundamentally transform the character
and nature of marriage to no longer be about the lifetime union of one man and one woman to
create a stable environment for the rearing of children, but instead, a tool of narcissistic
individualism that celebrates mere coupling. Once marriage is reduced to this trivial function, the
cultural expectation of marriage preceding childbirth is eroded. Illegitimate parenthood is a recipe
for family instability and destruction, poverty, crime, and exploding costs to the welfare state.

Those regions with the longest and most entrenched history of “gay marriage” now experience
precisely those problems. In Norway, where “gay marriage” has existed for near twenty years,
illegitimate parenthood has skyrocketed to cover 70% of all children and 80% of all first-time
mothers. Illegitimacy rose from 39% to 50% in the first decade of the “gay marriage” regime in
Norway.” With no-fault divorce having undermined the permanence of marriage and “gay
marriage” threatening to alter its civilisational purpose, it is hardly surprising that in The
Netherlands it has now led to the de facto legalisation of polygamy.® If all that is needed is
fleeting affection, society cannot oppose polygamy on any principled basis lest it engage in the
same alleged “bigotry” and “discrimination” that is perpetually asserted by the intellectually
dishonest and indolent “gay marriage” lobby.

I urge this inquiry to reject the “gay marriage” lobby’s attempt to use Australian children as the
social battering rams of their noxious self-centred fringe political agenda.

Yours sincerely

N. G. Tam, LLB (Hons)
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