[I‘ I strongly support prevention programs that break the cycle of
hopelessness — Lord Mayor Clover Moore
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Mr Garrett’s spokesman said he
(Mr Garrett) was in Queensland at
the time of the rally but was kept in-
formed by staff at his electorate office.
The spokesman said it was “unfor-
tunate” WAYS had been unsuccess-
ful in tendering for their previous
contract.

Meanwhile, funding could be axed
for the Kings Cross Youth At Risk
Project, which has co-ordinated youth
services, provided brokerage funds to
help keep youngsters off the street
and collected data about young peo-
ple engaging in risky behaviour since
July 2005.

State funding was allocated only un-
til June 2009 and at least one govern-
ment agency involved in the project
confirmed it did not have further
funds available.

Sydney MP Clover Moore has raised
the matter in the NSW Parliament
twice in the past year and is con-
cerned that funding could be axed.

She said the project was partly re-
sponsible for the 10 per cent reduction
in youths reporting sex work as their
reason for moving to Kings Cross. It
had also been successful in moving
many $ung people back to family or
community support, she said.

“Istrongly support prevention pro-
grams that break the cycle of hope-
lessness and help young people off the
street before they get entrenched in
street sex work, drug use and dealing,
crime and antisocial behaviour,” Ms
Moore said.

The Premier, Nathan Rees, acknowl-
edged the program’s effectiveness,
confirming it provided brokerage as-
sistance to 638 young people, including
1374 instances of emergency assist-
ance and case management, between
July 2005 and March this year.

He said the project had made con-
tact witha further 435 youths through
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outreach. In response to Ms Moore’s
question in Parliament regarding
funding, Mr Rees said the project’s
steering committee was conducting
an “in-depth analysis.. . . to assess fu-

ture needs”. However, a spokeswoman
for the Department of Community
Services said it “does not have any
funding available for this project to
continue after June”.

Photos: ALAN PL/

.Q) Are our governments short-
changing youth services? M;
acomment and see more ph

tos at www.wentworthcourier.com.at

MAKE Y
BEAUT

Bonhams

& GOODMAN

Fine Furniture &
Decorative Arts
Auction

Monday 18 May at 6pm, Sydney

Including: An important James Oatley longcase clock,
dated 1820 and the Shorter Collection of Doulton. ‘

i

FRI

OPEN 10AM - s llustratec

SHOW ROOM 29/ T ALEXANDRIA NSW 2015 1ewing i
SHOW ROOM 29/ T ALEXANDRI WV 2015 Thursday 14 May, 2pm to 7pm FApa:LoIf
Friday 15 May, 9am to 5pm mncn; 1
Phone: 9699 6333 ST e, Estimate:
www.castletrimmings.com 2unday 17 May, [am to-dpm e

View catalaniie at




