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c. six community information sessions were held in Wagga Wagga. Two sessions on 
5 December 2023, two sessions on 16 May 2024, and two sessions on  
6 August 2025. The information Defence presented to the public is provided in Annex 
C, and the level of attendance is provided in Annex D 

4. Key stakeholders, including Federal, State and Local Members of Government, and 
local community members were offered a personal briefing on the project. An example of the 
invitation that was sent is in Annex E. A list of all stakeholders engaged by the project, 
including the status of each engagement, is provided in Annex F.  

5. Information about the proposed works was generally well received at the community 
information sessions. Feedback for the project has been predominately supportive to date. 
Defence has not been made aware of any objections to the proposed works. 

6. Comments raised by members of the community focused on: 

a. stormwater and Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) contamination impacts 
in the neighbouring San Isidore community 

b. opportunities for local industry participation in the proposed work  

c. opportunites for training 

d. concerns surrounding local market’s capacity to support the proposed works 

7. A summary of topics and key issues raised during community information sessions is 
provided in Annex G.  

8. The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works’s webpage did not receive 
any public submissions by closing date 15 October 2025. Consultation activities have 
concluded. Defence will provide a briefing to Federal, State and Local Members of 
Government contacted during the consultation process should they request one.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

MJ Quinn, CSC 
Brigadier 
Director General Capital Facilities and Infrastructure 
 
Annexes:  
A. Advertising 
B. Letter Box Drops Materials And Distribution Areas 
C. Examples of Community Information Session Resources 
D. Community Information Session Attendance and Summary 
E. Example of Letter of Invitation to Key Stakeholders 
F. Status of Key Stakeholder Communications 
G. Summary of Topics and Key Issues Raised during Community Information Session 
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Annex A-6

A-6

PROGRAM WEBSITE

A webpage for the Riverina Redevelopment Program was established on the Department of 
Defence website. The webpage is available at https://www.defence.gov.au/about/locations-
property/infrastructure-projects/riverina-redevelopment-program. The webpage provides an 
overview of the Program, a Program timeline, information regarding local industry 
engagement and the details for the community information sessions in Wagga Wagga. This 
webpage will be progressively updated to keep community members informed. 

SCREENSHOT OF PROGRAM WEBSITE
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Annex A-7

A-7

MEDIA RESPONSE

The Daily Advertiser (Wagga Wagga) published two articles:

17 May 2024 ‘Wagga's 'largest ever' $800 million defence upgrades up to a year 
behind’ 
19 May 2024 ‘Defence personnel to get better living experience in Wagga.’
(See below)

The articles were published in response to the community information session on 16 May 
2024. 
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Annex A-8

A-8

On 16 May 2024, in response to the community information session WIN News Wagga 
Wagga and Riverina ran a news reel. This news covered positive sentiment from local 
residents regarding economic opportunties for the community. The news reel inlcuded 
negative sentiment from a San Isidore resident regarding PFAS contamination in Kapooka
Creek and impacts to livestock. 

EXAMPLES OF WAGGA WAGGA MEDIA RESPONSE
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Annex B-1

B-1

LETTER BOX DROP MATERIALS AND DISTRIBUTION AREAS

The local communities and stakeholders were notified of all three rounds of community 
consultation for the project via a letter box drop to targeted areas of Wagga Wagga. 

EXAMPLES OF NOTIFICATIONS
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Annex C1

C-1

EXAMPLES OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION RESOURCES

POSTERS
Wall posters were displayed at all community sessions to provide community members with 
information about the Program. 

The following posters were displayed:

Riverina Redevelopment Program overview
Riverina Redevelopment Program map
Artists impressions and proposed designs

Poster 1
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Poster 2

Poster 3
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C-3

Poster 4
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C-4

Poster 5

Poster 6
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C-5

Poster 7

Poster 8
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Annex C-6

C-6

INFORMATION FLYERS AND CONTACT CARDS

Information flyers were printed and handed out to community members at all community 
information sessions. 

These flyers provided useful information for attendees to ‘take home’. Attendees were 
supplied with relevant links to the webpage and contact details. 

The following flyers were produced:

1. Riverina Redevelopment Program Overview
2. Blamey Barracks Stormwater Management
3. Blamey Barracks, Kapooka.

Contact cards for the Riverina Redevelopment Program, presented in business card style, 
were presented to attendees to provide opportunities to contact the project team. 

EXAMPLE OF CONTACT CARD
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Flyer 1
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Flyer 2
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Flyer 3
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Flyer 4
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Flyer 5
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C-12

Flyer 6
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Annex D-1 

D-1 
 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION ATTENDANCE AND SUMMARY 

Details 

Three rounds of community information sessions were held for the project at the Mercure, 1 
Morgan Street, Wagga Wagga, NSW: 

 First round: Tuesday, 5 December 2023.  

 Sessions ran from 2:00pm to 3:00pm and 5:00pm to 7:00pm, scheduled during and 
after business hours to suit different availability; 

 This earlier round of consultation was conducted for all three projects within the 
Riverina Redevelopment Program: the Albury Wodonga Military Area, RAAF 
Base Wagga, and Blamey Barracks Kapooka Redevelopment Projects. The event 
was held in Wagga Wagga, with a particular focus on the RAAF Base Wagga and 
Blamey Barracks Kapooka components. Two community sessions were offered to 
provide flexible attendance options: one from 2:00pm to 3:00pm, the second from 
5:00pm to 7:00pm. In addition, dedicated small-group briefings were held with San 
Isidore residents to discuss local stormwater concerns and run-off from Blamey 
Barracks. Separate consultation sessions for the Albury Wodonga Military Area 
Redevelopment Project were held in Wodonga. 

 Second round: Thursday, 16 May 2024.  

 This round of consultation was conducted for all three projects within the Riverina 
Redevelopment Program. The event was held in Wagga Wagga, with a focus on 
the RAAF Base Wagga Redevelopment Project in the lead-up to its referral to the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. Two community sessions 
were held to give people flexible options to attend: one from 11:00am to 1:00pm, 
the second from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. Separate consultation sessions for the Albury 
Wodonga Military Area Redevelopment Project were held in Wodonga.  

 Third round: Wednesday, 6 August 2025.  

This round of consultation focused only on the Blamey Barracks Kapooka 
Redevelopment Project in Wagga Wagga, which is yet to receive Parliamentary 
expediency. It followed the project's environmental approval in December 2024. 
Two community sessions were held to give people flexible options to attend; a 
session from 12:00pm to 2:00pm, and another from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. 

Resources 

There were 24 posters on display including four information flyers and contact cards (see 
Annex C). The consultation team included the following members/groups: 

 Defence’s project Delivery Team  
 Consultant project Management Team 
 Consultant Communication Team 
 Consultant Engineering Team  
 Managing Contractor Design Team
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