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18 December 2025 

 

Committee Secretary  

Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs References Committee  

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House  

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

Dear Committee Secretary  

 

Anglicare Australia welcomes the opportunity to provide input to the Senate Legal and Constitutional 

Affairs References Committee (the Committee) Inquiry into Australia’s youth justice and 

incarceration system (the Inquiry).  

 

Each year, the Anglicare Australia Network supports more than 42,000 children and young people 

through services such as counselling and mental health, education, and youth homelessness services.  

This includes specialised assistance for those at risk of, or with direct experience of the youth justice 

system. Through these services, our Network aims to support all children and young people and 

provide them will every opportunity to fully participate in their communities. Our programs work to 

help children and young people build positive relationships and develop the skills they need to 

navigate challenges and make positive choices for their future.  

Australia’s youth justice system is in crisis. This is the conclusion reached by the United Nations 

Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment or punishment.i The 

ideal that our justice system is built on fairness and equality before the law is failing, if it was ever 

true, especially for children and young people. What should be a system of rehabilitation and support 

is instead overly punitive and under-resourced, ultimately leaving many children worse off once than 

when they first encounter the system.  

To support our submission, we have attached our most recent publication Last Resort, Not First 

Response: Protecting People in Australia’s justice system. This paper explores the outcomes and 

impacts of youth incarceration across Australia and demonstrates that locking children up does not 

make communities safer.  

We also note that as the evidence detailing the harm caused by youth incarceration has grown, so too 

has our understanding of those most at risk of interacting with the justice system. It is vital that we 

reflect on these learnings and pursue meaningful reform to ensure our youth justice system works to 

support young people to have better outcomes. Fundamental to this is ensuring systems across all 

jurisdictions uphold rights, promote consistent standards and invest in the underlying causes that 

are impact Australia’s children and young people. The Anglicare Australia Network has extensive 
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