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SUPPLEMENTARY SUBMISSION FROM EMERITUS PROFESSOR MIKE DAUBE AO 

 

PART 1 

1. In my earlier submission, I noted similarities between approaches taken by the gambling and 
tobacco industries, including sports sponsorship as part of their marketing approach, using  
sponsorship of sports to engage sporting bodies in supporting continuation of their marketing 
activities, and offering and promoting voluntary codes and similar mechanisms they know to be 
ineffective as an alternative to regulation.  

2. I noted in relation to current gambling industry approaches that “The arguments presented 
are strikingly similar to those used in defence of tobacco advertising forty years ago….”. 

3. Having seen submissions from both gambling industry and major sporting organisations 
(represented by COMPSS), it may be helpful to provide some further material and background 
information to support my earlier comments. 

4. Submissions from the gambling industry and sporting groups represented by  the Coalition 
of Major Professional and Participation Sports (COMPSS) agree that gambling funding and 
advertising are critically important for sporting organisations, events and integrity activities. 

5. 1983 marked the first major attempt by an Australian government to ban tobacco 
advertising and promotion, through introduction by the Western Australian government of the 
Tobacco (Promotion and Sales) Bill 1983 . This was fiercely resisted and attacked by the tobacco 
industry and by sporting bodies that received substantial tobacco sponsorship. 

6. I attach a sample of the advertisements run at the time by tobacco, advertising and sporting 
organisations, 

Excerpts include: 

Someone could end up stumping our cricket - Right now a vocal minority in Western Australia is 
threatening the future success of our cricket……B&H or more than $1 million a year into cricket in this 
country. Without it, the game would suffer. It would suffer most at grassroots level…… The players 
would have to take a pay cut or cricket administration at all levels would have to take a cut in 
dividend….. Cricket itself would suffer, all the way down to the basic development level… 

Someone’s putting pressure on our sport – If they succeed, cigarette companies will be banned from 
sponsoring sport… Imagine life without the big stars in the Winfield Perth cup, the Dunhill WA golf 
championships, the Benson and Hedges Pacing Cup, the Peter Jackson Darts Championship, or the 
Marlboro Holden Dealer Team in the Wanneroo Motor Racing Championships. Imagine no more Test 
cricket in Perth, no more one day Internationals, and no more money to develop the game….. 

Someone could lengthen our dole queues…..anyone whose job is linked to tobacco promotion could 
get the chop. Printers, poster hangers, outdoor poster contractors, journalists, sporting club staff, 
cinema employees, caterers, and cleaners at big sporting events, to name a few. 

Someone is trying to bully innocent West Australians…..It’ll be more like living in Russia than good 
old Western Australia. In one fell swoop, this vocal minority will be killing our freedom of choice in 
the West. 
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7. The organisation representing major sports (coincidentally named COMPASS – 
Confederation of Major Participant and Spectator Sports) argued that: 

* while it is possible that some substitute sponsorship might be found, there is little evidence at 
this stage that others would fill the gap tobacco companies were banned 

* our position is that, while people smoke there is little harm in letting tobacco companies put 
their names on our fences and hoardings as a reminder to committed smokers 

* this kind of reminder contains no persuasion to smoke and there are great benefits in being 
able to rely on long-term income from the tobacco companies. 

8. Similar arguments were presented at national and state levels over subsequent years from 
both tobacco companies and sporting bodies – for example from the Australian Rugby Football 
League in a 1984 letter to Health Ministers –  

“The industry annually grants millions of dollars to foster and develop a wide range of sports 
at all levels. The damage that would be done to these sports without this support is almost 
impossible to calculate. In fact, it would be true to say that the income derived from this sponsorship 
is essential to their survival.” 
 

9. The 1983 WA Bill failed, but tobacco advertising and promotion was banned some years 
later, initially in some states, led by Victoria from 1987, and then nationally through the Tobacco 
Advertising Prohibition Act 1992 (implemented progressively). Sporting activity and events survived, 
with new sponsorship from both government and the commercial sector. Forty years on, it is not 
surprising that gambling companies are working from the tobacco playbook; but it is disappointing 
that leading sporting organisations claim to be acting responsibly while still defending the use of 
sport to promote harmful activities to children and young people.  
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/hlly0106
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