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The International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children - Australia (ICMEC Australia) commends
the Attorney General's proactive stance in proposing updated provisions to the Criminal Code Act
1995, aimed at combating the non-consensual sharing of sexually explicit material online.

The Criminal Code Amendment (Deepfake Sexual Material) Bill 2024 represents a significant step
towards modernising and strengthening our legislative framework to tackle the misuse of emerging
technologies in our evolving digital environment. We applaud efforts to expand legislative protections
to ensure responsiveness, amidst this rapidly changing crime.

At ICMEC Australia we have a vision that every child can grow up free from abuse. Our work
uniquely focuses on combatting online-facilitated child sexual exploitation - a crime that affects far
too many children in Australia, and internationally. We also recognise that image-based abuse and
the manipulation of Atrtificial Intelligence (Al) technologies is a crime that impacts adults as well as
children, and support expanding further protections to adults.

The rapid uptake of technology unfortunately continues to change and grow the ways people are
exploited online. This abuse can be captured through images or videos, and shared via technology,
re-traumatising victims as content is shared and re-shared millions of times. Unfortunately we know
that offenders are manipulating the capabilities of Al and other forms of technology for insidious
purposes. ICMEC Australia supports the efforts of the Bill to keep legislation up to date amidst
modern technological concerns.

At ICMEC Australia, we strongly believe that using technology to create or alter sexually explicit
material of any person is abusive and necessitates a strong legal response. It is not just
non-consensual sharing of sexually explicit material that can have long-lasting harmful impacts on
victims, it is also the creation of new content, or additional materials generated on existing abusive
‘series’.

ICMEC Australia congratulates the Attorney General for proposing changes to ensure legislative
frameworks in Australia stay responsive to emerging technological concerns and we look forward to
seeing the outcome of this proposal. We would be very open to sharing more about our unique work
and knowledge in countering online-facilitated child abuse materials, should this be helpful.
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