
https://aemo.com.au/energy-systems/electricity/emergency-management/reliability-and-emergency-reserve-trader-rert/rert-reporting
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/electricity/nem/emergency_management/rert/2024/rert-activation-estimates-report-for-27-nov-2024.pdf?la=en
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Question two 

Senator CANAVAN: So Tomago was pre-activated? 

Mr Westerman: Tomago was pre-activated and ready and available but not used during the time. What we 

observed was that Tomago withdrew themselves out of the market, which is why they were— 

Senator CANAVAN: So Tomago actually withdrew itself out. They did see a big dip there. That was 

presumably because of the spot price at the time? 

Mr Westerman: I couldn't speak to why— 

Senator CANAVAN: Okay. Did any of the money go to Tomago, then—the $3 million? Do the pre-activated 

guys get— 

Mr Westerman: I'd have to take that one on notice. I imagine there's a pre-activation charge, so I— 

Senator CANAVAN: There is. But, typically, when you pre-activate someone, they get some funding— 

Mr Westerman: Typically, yes, that's right—the pre-activation charge, yes. 

Senator CANAVAN: Alright. You can take that on notice as well. 

Answer 

AEMO has included in its Hansard correction letter a request for a correction regarding the pre-activation of 

Tomago Aluminium. Tomago Aluminium was contracted to provide RERT services. However, Tomago was 

not pre-activated or activated in relation to the NSW Lack of Reserve (LOR) event on Wednesday 27 

November 2024 and therefore no payments were made to them for RERT on that day. 
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Question three 

Senator CANAVAN: but I do want to quickly ask about Eraring. Apparently, another unit is offline right now—

is that correct? 

Mr Westerman: I think it's the same unit, to be honest. 

Senator CANAVAN: Oh, it's the same? 

Mr Westerman: I believe that the same unit that was offline for the period of high demand is still extended, 

but I'd have to take that on notice. 

Senator CANAVAN: We were told earlier that it was Vales Point 6 that was unplanned. 

Mr Westerman: Last Wednesday there were five major units that were offline at the time. Three of them were 

planned and two of them were unplanned. The three planned units were Eraring 3, Bayswater 2 and 

Tallawarra A—Tallawarra being a gas plant, of course—and the unplanned units were Bayswater 3 and Vales 

Point 6. 

Senator CANAVAN: Okay, we now have different information. AEMO clearly told us that Bayswater 3 was 

planned. I went through this, because I said I've got a thing from WattClarity which says it was unplanned. 

They came back and said that it was planned. But you're absolutely clear that it was both Bayswater 3 and—

Vales Point 6, did you say? 

Mr Westerman: That's my information. 

Senator CANAVAN: That they were both unplanned? 

Mr Westerman: Yes. I'm happy to take it away. I don't pretend to keep the records. 

Answer 

Eraring Unit 3 was offline on 5 December 2024 and was also on a planned outage on during the NSW LOR 

event on 27 November 2024. 

AEMO has included in its Hansard correction letter a request for a correction regarding the status and number 

of major generating units which were offline on Wednesday 27 November 2024. On that date, there were six 

major generators (greater than 200MW) offline in NSW: 

• Bayswater Unit 2 – planned outage 

• Bayswater Unit 3 – unplanned / forced outage 

• Eraring Unit 3 – planned outage, return to service date extended by participant 

• Vales Point 6 – planned outage, return to service date extended by participant 

• Tallawarra A – planned outage 

• Tumut 3 one unit (300MW) – unplanned / forced outage 

 

 



https://www.aer.gov.au/system/files/2024-05/AER%20-%20Valuing%20emissions%20reduction%20-%20Final%20guidance%20and%20explanatory%20statement%20-%20May%202024.pdf
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Question five 

Senator GROGAN: Can I take you back to the previous exchange with Senator Canavan. There was a pretty 

serious allegation in there, and I'm happy for you to take this on notice: do you believe there was any 

inappropriate interference from the department in setting the ISP scenarios? 

Ms York: From our perspective, we don't. We interact with all governments on their policies, as I said before, 

to make sure we understand what they are, how they're proposed to be implemented, what stage they're at in 

terms of legislative implementation, budget considerations and what they're using, so we can effectively model 

those policies. In the case of the 82 per cent, that was a normal interaction and discussion around a shift from 

something that wasn't a policy in the 2022 ISP becoming a policy that needed to be an input in the 2024 ISP. 

There's inevitably going to be a transition from not including it as a constraint to including it as a constraint on 

that continuum. That was occurring sometime around that middle-of-2023 timeframe, when there was this 

email exchange—and there were probably other interactions to understand exactly how that was going to be 

calculated. I see that as a very normal and reasonable interaction of an organisation that's trying to model 

government policies in terms of making sure we understand how that is to occur in our work. 

Senator GROGAN: Can I ask you to review the Hansard and just consider whether there's anything else you 

want to say regarding those allegations from Senator Canavan. Thank you. 

Answer 

AEMO has reviewed the transcript and has nothing further to add to the evidence provided at the hearing.  

 


