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Australia’s patent role under consideration 
Australia’s ongoing role as an international searching and preliminary examination point for patents 
will be examined by the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties at a public hearing on Monday. 

Committee Chair Stuart Robert MP said that the ability for Australians to lodge a single patent that 
applies throughout the globe removes a complex barrier to innovation and progress. 

“The Australian Patent Office’s international searching and preliminary examination role allows 
Australians seeking an international patent to lodge a single patent that protects their rights in 152 
countries,” Mr Robert said. 

The Australian Patent Office has performed its international patent role since 1980. The treaty being 
discussed will enable the Australian Patent Office to continue to offer this service. 

The treaty will also allow the Australian Patent Office to continue to provide international authority 
services to developing countries as well as to Brunei Darussalam, New Zealand, the Republic of 
Korea, Singapore, the United Arab Emirates, and the United States of America. 

The committee will also examine scientific cooperation treaties with Italy and Brazil at the hearing. 

Public hearing details: 11.00am – 12.15pm, Monday 18 June 2018, Committee Room 2R1, 
Parliament House, Canberra 

11.00am: World Intellectual Property Organisation – Australian Patent Office 
11.30am: Scientific Cooperation – Brazil and Italy 
12.15pm: Close 
 
The hearing will be broadcast live at aph.gov.au/live 
 
Media enquiries: 
Hon Stuart Robert MP, Federal Member for Fadden 
Chair Joint Standing Committee on Treaties 
Contact: Craig Ryan – 0411 520 007 
 

For background information:   
Joint Standing Committee on Treaties 
02 6277 4002 
jsct@aph.gov.au 

http://www.aph.gov.au/treaties
http://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian?MPID=HWT


 
Interested members of the public may wish to track the committee via the website. Click on the blue 
‘Track Committee’ button in the bottom right hand corner and use the forms to login to My 
Parliament or to register for a My Parliament account. 
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