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1. Summary 
Broadly speaking, Image Makers Association Australia does not support the introduction of 
an Orphan Works Scheme within the Australian Copyright Act. We would be greatly 
concerned if such a scheme ended up being used by businesses to carry out profit-
generating enterprises, using the scheme to usurp long-established copyright licensing 
practices. 


However, should the Australian Government implement such a scheme, we would hope and 
insist that sufficient provisions are included that would minimise the negative harm and 
impacts that such a scheme would likely have upon the economic and moral rights of 
professional image makers across the country.


2. Image Makers 
Image Makers Association Australia (IMAA) represents professional and emerging 
photographers and other image makers in Australia through education, advocacy, 
celebration and connection. We work on behalf of our members to improve the business 
landscape for photographic and image making professions, building confidence in the value 
of photography and ensuring image making remains a viable career path into the future. 


Our members are commercial image makers, stills photographers, videographers and 
visualisation specialists working across portraiture, editorial, architecture, design, food, 
advertising, corporate, lifestyle, travel, studio, still life, fine art, visualisation art, montage 
artistry, social media content and more. Most members primarily work on a business-to-
business basis. They are commissioned to produce imagery for a range of organisations 
including small, medium & large businesses, corporations, government, not for profit 
organisations as well as print and online editorial publications. Their work can be seen 
across a wide range of media promoting a variety of products and services both in Australia 
and abroad. 


Income is typically generated by our members through two separate revenue streams. The 
first stream consists of income earned from commissioning clients who engage our 
members to generate imagery for a specific project brief, inclusive of licenses to use that 
imagery. The second revenue stream consists of payments for further licensing of imagery 
outside of commissioned work, where copyright is owned and rights-managed by our 
members. Two surveys  that we conducted of the broader Australian professional 1

photographic community in 2022 and in 2024 both indicated that, on average, a significant 
portion of survey respondents generate somewhere between twenty and thirty percent of 
their annual revenue from selling licenses to businesses for use of their imagery.


Copyright and its enforcement are at the core of Image Makers Association Australia. 
Concerns around copyright and licensing were noted by over 70% of our founding 
members as being one of the most pressing issues currently facing our industry as a whole. 
This statistic was established out of a survey conducted of our membership in October 
2022 to establish priorities for what was then our newly formed association. 

 The data collected in these surveys, and others, along with our analysis, can be found in various entries on our Advocacy 1

webpage, here: https://www.imagemakersassociation.com.au/advocacy and also here: https://
www.imagemakersassociation.com.au/chargingsurvey 
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