25 November 2001 L e

Planning Pangls Victoria
Department of Infrastructure
GPO Box 2797Y
MELBOURNE VIC 30017

Dezr Sir/Madam

Our family property is ‘Doonbar’ at Codrington and it accommodates eight of
the fourteen turbines that make up Pacific Hydro's Codrington Wind Farm.

It might seem hypocritical for farmers hosting & wind farm to object to wind
farms, but we feel that we are amongst the few people who have the benefit .
of hindsight. Living with a wind farm is a dzily reality for us and while we do
receive financial income from it, we are now aware of many of the costs and
repercussions that occur after installation. ltis for these reascns that we
object to the wind farm proposed for Yambuk.

When we agreed fo lease land to Pacific Hydro, we were driven by seli-
interest. With failing health and no children interested in taking over the
farm, we had already put our property on the market. We saw the turbines as
something that would make the property a more airactive propesition to
buyers, and hopefully result in a quick sale. While we had some
‘reservations; we felt pressured to sign the contract by the specified time.

The outcome has been quite different to what we hoped for. While we have
had many prospective buyers, none have been willing tc purchase the
property and some have stated that they were put off by the lease
arrangement with Pacific Hydre (specifically, the clause refating to a caveat).

What we hoped would be our ticket out has turned out to be an obstacle to a
sale.
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(2 would also be true to say that our relationship with Pacific Hydro has
sourad. After installation, there was very lithe contact and whatever goodwill
existad at the outset has disappeared now. My advice to farmers considenng
wind farms would be ta have the contracts checked very carefully and to
rmake sure that they understand what impact it might have on their primary
production.
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Having & wind farm has aitered our farming practices and other farmers who
are considering wind farms should be aware of this. Qur lease includes right
of access and that means that gates can be (and have been) left open or
not secured properly. We now feel compelled to check the gates regularly -
an extra job taking up time that we can't really spare.

We have also found that some people want to see the furbinas up close but
don't want o pay for the tour. They jump the fence and walk on the farm
(without asking), scare the stock and run the risk of injury.

Wind farming has not worked for us and we now very much regret the
decision 1o proceed with the lease. The wind farms have spoiled the
coastline and spoiled the view from public beaches and other public argas.
These peaceful, natural views belong to everyone and they have been '
damaged by this development. Additienal turbines at Yambuk would only
serve to make this small blot on the landscape a far bigger one.

We have also learned from our experience that wind turbines are not "bird
friendly’. 'Doonbar’ is located between the Eumerzlia River and the Southern
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For those people who face the prospest of living very near a wind farm, we
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.l you are the landholder receiving lease payments,
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