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One of democracy’s major problem is encouraging an active and persistent political engagement from the 

citizenry. Influenced by a multitude of factors including their own life’s circumstances, voters do not 

always vote for their country’s best interests but for theirs. This is Public Choice Theory’s postulations to 

the core, where self-interest fuels politics more than ideals or moral virtues 1. Democracy also have other 

problems like short-termist policies and “mob mentality” frequently labelling people as “Liberal”, “Labor”, 

“Republican”, “Democrat” etc. 2 

Having recently participated from 2018 YMCA WA’s Youth Parliament of Western Australia, one stark 

situation I often observed is that young people eagerly take sides in any disputes. Despite my fellow 

colleagues’ protests for “conscience votes”, I noticed that young people seemingly vote for either 

“Government” or “Opposition” sides. Very few would dissent or opt out of the voting process. It seems 

that collective ideals, like political parties’ platforms, bears greater significance to young people than 

individual consciences.  

Recently, a survey released by Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation Documents American 

Millennials’ positive views of socialism and communism over capitalist ideals. But what’s shocking is their 

apparent ignorance of communist regimes’ histories and inability to define such political ideologies 3.  

History’s lessons are neglected by the youth, seduced by promises of “progress” and the future.  

We young people have much intelligence, but not wisdom. We are idealists, but not yet able to sober up 

to the complex, confusing reality of the world we live in.  

We understand, but we “don’t get it”. 
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