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| believe | have as deep an understanding of Australia’s forensic mental health
system as any other person — it has been a large part of my professional and
academic career. | urge, in the strongest terms possible, that this proposed measure
be abandoned as utterly contrary to the interests of the recovery and rehabilitation of
forensic patients. It would be unfairly discriminating against these persons because
they happen to be mentally ill, or to suffer from circumstances (usually intellectual
disability or mental iliness) that have rendered them unfit for trial.

| would be very happy to amplify any aspect of this submission or to appear before
the committee in order to explain any aspect of the forensic mental health system.
To proceed with this proposal would be an egregious error, and would demonstrate a
complete ignorance of the nature and purpose of the forensic mental health system.
The damage that would done and the human cost would far outweigh the relatively
small amount of budgetary savings achieved.

Yours sircerely,

Professor Dan Howard SC
President
NSW Mental Health Review Tribunal

CC to The Hon Scott Morrison MP, Federal Minister for Social Services
Prof Alan Fells AO, Chair of the National Mental Health Commission
Hon Pru Goward MP, NSW Minister for Mental Health
The Hon Susan Ley MP, Federal Mental Health Minister
John Feneley, NSW Mental Health Commissioner
Julie Babineau, CEO Justice Health.
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