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Executive Summary

1. The Criminal Code Amendment (Harming Australians) Bill 2013 will amend 
the 

2. 
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The Harming Australians Division in the 

Commonwealth Criminal Code 

3. The Criminal Amendment (Harming Australians) Bill 2013 (Cth) will 

commencement. 

4. 
2002. The Criminal Code Amendment (Offences Against Australians) Act 
2002 (Cth)

October 2002.

Purpose of the Original Law

Criminal Code 
Amendment (Offences Against Australians) Act 2002 (Cth) which was to 

1 The retrospectivity in the 

committed at any point in time in the past which has harmed an Australian.2

6. 

1

Bill 2002. <

>

2

Trends and Issues in Crime and Criminal 
Justice
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all jurisdictions.3 

7. 
exist across all jurisdictions and that the retrospectivity does not create 

Australian Courts.4

8. There are countless examples where a prosecution would be reasonable but 
there are also countless examples where it would not. A typical example 

does not exist in the jurisdiction in which it was committed.

Role of the Attorney-General in Authorising Proceedings under 
the Harming Australians Division

10. 
in the Criminal Code Act 1995 (Cth) must provide written authorisation 

11. 

3 Explanatory Memorandum, Criminal Code Amendment (Offences Against Australians) Bill 2002.

4 Explanatory Memorandum, 

<

>
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in the 

  

12. The public policy considerations in the Prosecution Policy of the 

13. 

case.

14. 

6

[2.24]. < >; 

Government, <
>

6
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16. 

17. 

There is no reason to assume the Commonwealth, State or Territory 

18. 
rare case authorise a prosecution under the Bill. 

prior to 2002.

20. 

END OF SUBMISSION
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