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Question:

Senator KIM CARR: | want to turn to some other areas because we only have
limited time today. Was the industry department involved in the preparation of the
Naval Shipbuilding Plan announced on 16 May?

Mr Ablong: The Department of Industry was a participant in the development
process, Yes.

Senator KIM CARR: | presume they were co-opted to the National Security
Committee on that matter?

Mr Ablong: | would have to take on notice exactly who the co-optees were for the
decision set, but officials from the department were certainly involved in discussions
at a departmental level.

Answer:
It is a longstanding practice not to disclose information about the operation and

business of the Cabinet, as to do so could potentially reveal the deliberations of the
Cabinet, which are confidential.



